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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE fale of the former edition in a few 
days has encouraged the publiſher to 
; add a ſecond appendix to this, with- 
=P out any additional charge : a number 
| of which are printed and will be de- 
livered gratis to thoſe who have pur 
chaſed the former edition. 
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PROPHETIC CONJECTURES: 
Vir n AN 

' INTRODUCTION AND | REMARKS. 


INTRODUCTION. 


TN ROPHECY is one of the beſt evidences 
of a divine revelation. And it is a pe- 


_ culiar glory of our Bible that it contains a re- 


gular ſeries of prophecies from the earlieſt 
times to the conſummation of all things. Even 
Enoch the ſeventh from Adam, propheſied: 
and though we have little preſerved of that 
very early date, from the age of the flood we 
have a chain of Scripture predictions; which, 
running through all the ſubſequent ages, con- 
nects even with eternity. Noah foretold the 
manner in which the new world ſhould be di- 


vided among his ſons, and their differentdeſti- 
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nies. Abraham, Jacob, and Moſes, marked 
the out-lines of Jewiſh hiſtory down to the 
times of Meſſiah and later, with not a few cir- 
cumſtances relative to other nations. David 
greatly enlarged the treaſures of inſpiration; 
and the ſucceeding prophets, each in clearer 
and fuller language, deſeribed the events of 
future and diſtant ages the various revolu- 
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4 Introduction. 


tions of empires and ſtates and ſome of them 
even fixed the times in which their words 
ſhould be accompliſhed. Ihe New Teſtament 
completes and illuſtrates the Old. Our Lord 
and his apoſtle Paul added many valuable par- 
ticulars; the former as to the cloſe of the 
Jewiſh economy, and the latter with reſpect 
to the corruptions ſince brought into the 
Chiiſtian church. But theRzveLaTrion of St. 
John, or rather of Teſts Chri/t to him, contains 
the moſt full and important ſeries of prophe- 
cies ever beſtowed on mankind; extending 
from the cloſe of the firſt century of Chriſtia- 
nity, about which time it was written, to the 
end of time ; and may be conſidered as an in- 
ſpired comment on the predictions of Daniel, 
referring in great meaſure to the ſame events. 
But prophecy was intended, not merely as 
a confirmation of the divine records in which 
it was contained ; but alſo as aſource of com- 
fort and encouragement to the Lord's people 
in times of public diſtreſs and danger; whence 
we find the prophets particularly ſtudied by 
good men in ſuch periods. It was during the 
leventy years captivity that Daniel ſearched 
the ſacred books, that they were near expiring. 
It is highly probably that the ſtudy of Dani- 
el's prophecies prepared the pious Jews for 
the coming of their Lord, after having wvait- 
ing bis ſalvation, during a period of great 
darkneſs and depravity. And doubtleſs many 
times when the Lord's people have been look- 
ing out for deliverance to the church, as 1e 
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that watch for the morning, they have found 
much encouragement for their hopes, and 
often wonderful and ſeaſonable fulfilments of 
the divine promiſes. It will be found, on en- 
quirys that moſt of the authors trom whom 
the following extracts are ſelected, wrote ei- 
ther during times of perſecution, or in the im- 
mediate proſpect of them. = 8 

It is true our Lord reproves thoſe that were 
inquiſitive as to the times which the Father hath 
reſerved in his own porter; but it is no leſsob- 
ſervable that he ſharply accuſed the Phariſees, 
| for that they did not diſcern the figns of the 
| times. Secret things indeed belong to the Lord 
coeur God; but thoſe that are revealed unto us 
and to our children. To theſe REVEALED 
things (and ſuch are the prophetic as well as 
other parts of ſcripture) many great and good 
men have thought themſelves juſtified in di- 
recting their humble and modeſt enquiries, not 1 
without hopes that ſome of thoſe oracles, 
which the inſpired inſtruments who uttered 
them were not permitted to underſtand, might 
yet be unveiled to others in or near whoſe 
times they were about to be accompliſhed ; 
ſeeing the apoſtle Peter teaches us that not un- 
to themſelves, but unto us did they miniſter the 
things which are reported in the ſcriptures. _ 4 
[See 1 Pet. i. 10—12.] It ſhould not be * 
thought ſtrange and unaccountable, then, if | 
ſome ſuggeſtions of eminent and pious men 
ſhould, remarkably correſpond with ſubſe- 
quent events, and that even their conjectures 
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ſhould ſometimes appear prophetic ; 3 eſpecially 
as the ſegret of the Lord ie with them that fear 
him, and be teacheth them wonderful things out 
of bit word. Surely it is not incredible, nor 
is it, 1 hope, enthuſiaſtic to ſuppoſe, that a- 
mong the multitude of rays emitted from the 
Sun of :Righteoufaeſs to a believer who walk in 
the light of bis countenance, ſome. may convey a 
peouliar inſight to the ſublime parts of ſcrip- 
ture; and after reading the enſuing paſſages, I 
am perſuaded few will abſolutly deny the fact. 
As this tract may fall into the hands of ſome 
perſons but very little acquainted with the 
propheties, and in particular with the Book 
— the Revelation, on which moſt of the fol- 
lowing conjectures are founded, it is judged 
neceſſary, in order to render them intelligible, 
to prefix an idea of the nature of the viſions 
it contains, and a very brief analyſis of theſe 
propheſies, eſpecially ſuch parts of them as are 
generally agreed to be already accompliſhed; 
and this ſhall be taken, for the moſt part, from 
the zd Vol. of the admirable and luminous 
Diſſertations of Biſhop! Newton: on the Prophe- 
cles 
Let the reader, in the rſt lic obſerve, 
that the viſions which the beloved apoſtle re- 
_ lates in the order in which he-faw-them, were 
enable matic repreſentations of the future ſtate 
of the church ;of Chriſt, and of her enemies, 
in the various ſueceſſive ages of the world. Iris 


nat altogether agreed whether the epiſtles to 


the ſeyen churches in chap. ii. and iii. were 


Introdudtiot. = L A} 
y properly prophetic or not; but if they were, ' 
r it is ſuppoſed, 1. That the church of Ephes 
7 ſus, repreſents the church in the apoſtolic 
r age. that of Smyrna, the time of the ten 
= early perſecutions, and to the days of Con- 
e ſtantine—3. That of Pergamos, the church | 
7; from that period during the riſe of popery— ; 
a 4- That of Thyatira, the dark ages of the A 
ö church preceding the reformation—5. That 
I of Sardis, the reformed church—6. That of 
t. Philadelphia, Chriſt's ſpiritual reign and the = 
e KF 7th and laſt, that of Laodicea, a ſtate: of re- = 
e markable declenſion expected to follow the 4 
4 latter period, and immediatly precede the end 
- of the world. Theſe are the ideas of the = 
4 learned Dr. Gill and others. What follows + = 
„ is chiefly (as we propoſed) from Biſhop New. 
8 ton. | : | g 
e Chap. IV. and V. contain the preparatory 
Ee viſion, in which is introduced a volume ſeals 
; ed with ſeven ſeals, which the Son of God a- 


n lone is found able to open, or worthy to in- "= 

$ ſpect. . 5 19 

= Chap VI. VII. and VIII. relate the open- = 
ing of the szALSs, and the unfolding of the 

by book, wherein | i} 

e Fach op'ning leaf, and ev'ry ſtroke 
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Fulſils ſome deep deſign,” 
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fs The j#r/# ſeal opens a ſcene of triumph, and I 
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2 is refered to a ſeries of remarkable viQories (2 

obtained by the Romans, from the acceſſion 12 
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8 | Introduction. 
of Veſpaſian to the reign of Nerva, incluſive; 
a period of not quite thirty years; which in- 
cludes, however, the conqueſt and deſtruc- 
tion of Jeruſalem. This period was equally 
remarkable for the ſucceſſes of the goſpel, and 
to thoſe ſome chuſe rather to refer this ſcene. 
The ſecond ſeal introduces the bloody wars 
and ſlaughters which followed for near an 
hundred years, during the reigns of Trajan 
and his ſucceſſors down to Septimus Severus; 
including the rebellion and deſtruction of the 
impoſture Barchochab; and his deluded fol- 
lowers. . { 
The third ſeal deſcribes the ſevere juſtice 
and ceconomy which marked the reign of the 
laſt mentioned emperor and his family, which 
continued for about forty years. 
The fovrth ſeal introduces a period of war, 
famine, peſtilence, and the ravages of wild 
beaſts ; which laſted from the reign of Max- 
imine to that of Diocleſian, about fifty years. 
The tb ſeal refers to what has been called 
the age of martyrs, the tenth and laſt heathen 
perſecution under Diocleſian; which exceed- 
ed all the former, raging inceſſantly for ten 
years. Ti. | 
; The fixth ſeal uſhers in the grand revolu- 
tion brought about by Conſtantine, in which 
heatheniſm was finally overthrown, and Chriſ- 
tianity. made the eſtabliſhed religion of the 
empire. This period is extended to the death 
of Theodoſius, about ſeventy years, and brings 
us to near the cloſe of the fourth century. 


e 


The ſeventh and laſt ſeal introduces ſeven 
angels with trumpets, the ſounding of which 
1 ucceſſively marks out ſeven other remarkable 
periods, nich we have f in Cap: VAR and 
B. 

The Fr trumpet acforihes the nr of 
Alaric and the Goths under image of a tre- 
mendous ſtorm. 

The ſecond trumpet repreſents. the ravages 
of Attila and his Huns, by the figure of a 
burning mountain caſt into the ſea. |, 


The third trumpet introduces the nie 


Genſeric and his Vandals from Italy, as a ſtar 
Ne from en aud embittering the Was 
The ann trumpet refers. to Giesen and 


che Heruli, Who totally deſtroyed the poor 
remains of the Weſtern Roman empire, even 


to the very name, and founded the kingdom 


of the Oitrogoths. This is repreſented in pro- 


hetic language as extinguiſhing one third of 


the celeſtial luminaries, Theſe events bring 


us to about the middle of the ſixth century; 
and a proclamation is now made from heaven 
to prepare us for the three following, Which 
are diſtinguiſhed by the name of Woe, Trums 
pets, and introduce events ſtill more On 
lublime. 
The „th trumpet recess Mohadimed; 

rg Mg fallen ſtar, and his Arabian —_ 
under the friking ſimilitude of locuſta. 155 
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Introduction. 
The fixth trumpet let looſe the four ſultanies 
of Turks and Othmans, whole wars are deſ- 
cribed in tremendous language. Theſe trum 

ts effect the ruin of the Eaſtern empire. 

The ſeventh trumpet brings in the Milleni- 
um. But previous. to this is introduced a ſcene 
of a little book, which is conſidered as a kind 
of appendix and illuſtration” of the preceding 
prophecies, and ſome additions. This begins 
what is commonly called the /econd part of the 

Book of Revelation, which properly com- 
. mences with the laſt verſe of Chap. X. 

Chap, XI. deſcribes the character, death, 
and reſurrection of God's faithful witneſſes. 

Upon this chapter (particularly ver. 13) great 

4 of the following conjectures are founded; 
we ſhall only apprize the reader that he will 
find authors not agreed whether the death and 
reſurrection of theſe witneſſes is yet paſt or 
future. Thoſe who maintain the former ex- 
plain it of ſome of the following events which 
remarkably coincide with the three prophetic 

days (or years) and an half; viz. 

1. The ſeſſion of the council of Conſtance 
from November, 1414, to April, 1418, in 
which period Huſs and Jerom of Prague were 

| burnt ; after this the pope loſt the agen 

of Bohemia. 

2. The perſecution of the proteſtants of the 
league of Smalcald, from April, 1547, to 
December, 1550. 

The perſecution of the cruel Q. Mary 

in England from Feb. 1555, to Nov. 1558. 


Introduction. nn 
4. From the maſſacreof Paris, Sept. 1572, 


1 to the treaty of Henry III. of France in favor 
72 of the Hugonots, N. 1 576, was nearly the 
ame period. 
F . popiſh reign of our K. James I. 
* from Feb. 168 5, to Nov. 1688. 
- 6. From the revocation of the edi& of 
a Nantz in Oct. 168 5, to the coronation of 
8 K. William III. in England, April, 1689, by 
FS which an aſylum was in ſome meaſure pro- 
© IF vided for them, and their drooping hopes 
af much encouraged. - 
| From the cruel edict of the dike of Sa- 
ly voy againſt the Proteſtants in Piedmont, near 
ol the end of 1686, to another edict in their fa- 
= vor, June 1690. 
11 8. Tyrconnel's viceroyſhip in Ireland un- 
4 der K. James II. from Feb. 1686-7, to K. 
| William's viQtories in 1690. 
* All the above events and ſeveral others 
* have been obſerved to agree with the predic- 
ie tion in ſome reſpects; but none completely ſo, 


its full accompliſhment waiting, perhaps, for 
a ſome event ſtill future. 
15 Chap. XII. deſcribes a great red dragon, 
which is commonly underſtood of Pagan 
Rome, and this viſion illuſtrates the events of 
* the firſt ſix ſeals. A 
Chap. XIII. 1—10. repreſents Papal Rome 
o 42 a ten horned beaſt, ſucceſſor to the preced- 
ing, Verſes 11—18. deſcribe a two horned 
beaſt, which Biſhop Newton and others ex- 
Plain of the Pope (called alſo the fa " * ) 
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and his clergy. The number of the beaſt is 
explained with ſome variety, but moſt adopt 
the ancient nation of Irenus who finds it in 
LArEINos, the Latin or Roman, an epithet 
conſtantly applied to the Weſtern church; 
and it is remarkable, that about this ne 
(666) the uſe of Latin in the church offices 
became general. It is alſo obſervable that the 
Hebrew word RomiTH, of the ſame meaning 
as the Greek LaTEinos, contains alſo the 
ſame number. Some writers ſuppoſe this 
bealt to mean the tyranny of the Lewifes in 
France, and therefore find the number in the 
numerals of Ludovievs, which anſwers to it 
in Latin. The truth of thele matters my be 
wen as onen q 
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450 late writer has ano re- 


marked, a very ſingular eir- 
cumſtance, that the title 
Vicazius Fir Den, 
| which the popes of Rome 


I have aſſumed to themſelves, 


and have cauſed, as is ſaid, 
to be inſcribed over the 
door of the Vatican, exact- 


1 ly makes the number 666, 


ſ when decyphered. 
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Chap. XIV. deſcribes the true church and 
the progreſs of the * by the pub- 
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14 . Iniradudion. | 
Iihing-of the ever/a/ting goſpel, which is ſuc- 
ceeded by an awful 1 of the deſtruction 
of antichriſt. | 

Chap. XV. contains a viſion preparatory to 
ſeven angels pouring out the ſeven laſt vials 
cups or cenſers) of the wrath of God. 

Chap. XVI. The vials are poured out, and 
eſſect the final deſtruction of antichriſt. | 
Chap. XVII. repreſents thechurch of Rome 
under the emblem of a gaudy harlot, riding 
on the ſeven headed beaſt. That this means 
Rome, beſide-the authorities cited by com- 
mentators, take the following from Ganga- 
nelliy afterwards Pope Clement XIV. 

Inviting the Abbe Ferghem to viſit Rome, 
he tells him that“ it may be ſeen a thouſand 
times and always with new pleaſure. This 
city, ſituated upon SEVEN HILLS, which the 
ancients call the ſeven miſtreſſes of the world, 
ſeenis to command the univerſe, and boldly to 
ſay to mankind, that ſhe is the QUEEW and 
the EnIET.“ Letter II. Engliſh edition. 

Chap. XVIII. deſcribes the utter deſtruc- 
tion of ſpiritual Babylon. 

Chap. XIX. the vlan of the church 
thereon. _ 

Chap. XX. repreſents the millenial ſtate, or 
a 5 1 he years of the churches glory; and 
a ſhort period of dreadful calamity between 
that and the day of judgment. 

Chap. XXI, XXII. The new heaven, the new 
earth, and che new Jeruſalem-z. differently 
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Introduction. 
underſtood either of the millenium or of hea- 
ven itſelf. This leads to the conclufſon. 
_ Having thus given the reader a very brief 
ſketch of the plan and contents of the Apoca- 
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lypſe, we' ſhall introduce him to the following 
authors in the order in which they wrote; 
forbearing our further Ne er till the 
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No. I. ARCHBISHOP BROWN, A. D. 1551. 


DR. GOR Bzown, Abp. of Dublin, | 
(conſecrated by Abp. Cranmer) was a man of 
conſiderable piety and learning, the firſt pro- 
teſtant biſhop in Ireland, and very inſtrument- 
al in the reformation of that kingdom. 

Within a-dozen years of the foundation of 
the order of Jssv1Ts,. he preached a fermon 
at Chriſt Church, Dublin, (the year above- 
mentioned) in which he gave the following 
character of that order. 

„There is a new fraternity of late ſprun 
up, who call themſelves 7e 3 which will 
deceive many, who are much after the ſcribes. 
and phariſees manner; amongſt the Jews they 
ſhall ftrive to aboliſh the truth, and ſhall come 

very near to do it ; for theſe forts will turn 
themſelves into ſeveral forms, with the heathen 
an heatheniſt, with atheiſts an atheiſt, with 
Jews a Jew, and with the reformers a reform- 
ade, purpoſely to know your intentions, your 
minds, your hearts, and your inclinations, 
and thereby bring you at laſt to be like the 
fool that ſaid in his heart, there is no God. 

Theſe ſhall ſpread over the whole world, ſhall 
be admitted into the cowncil of princes and they 
never the wiſer ; charming of them; yea, 
making your princes reveal their hearts, and 
the ſecrets therein unto them, and yet they 
not perceive it ; which will happen from fal- 


ling from the law of God—and by winking 


at their ſins; yet in the end, God, to juſtify 
his laws, ſhall ſuddenly cut off this ſociety, 
even by the hands of thoſe, who have moſt ſut- 
coured them, and made uſe of them; ſo that 
at the end they ſhalt become vdious to all na- 
tions: they ſhall be worſe than Jews having no 
reſting place upon earth, and then ſhall a Jew 
have more favour than a Jeſuite.“ Haar ki- 
AN MiSCELLANY,: Vol. v. p. 566.) 

It need not be added, that this character 
proved prophetic} It ſhall only benoted that 


3 this order, which was founded by Ignatius Lo- 
87 yola in 1 540, was expelled Englaud, in 1604. 
Fe Venice, r606—Portugal, 1759—France, - 
of 1764—Spain and Sicily, 1767—and totally ; 
I OS nn On 
* F 
rn No. II. REV. JOHN KNOX, 1572. 
en e e EE 15 As 
th Ts intrepid Scots reformer, © who never 
m- feared. the face of man,” is ſaid, in feveral. 
ur Minſtances, to have been endowed with a pro- 
ns, phetic ſpirit. The like has been aſſerted of 
he Tuber, Huſs, Wiſhart, Uſher, and other ent- 


od. nent characters, of which the reader will form 
all his own judgment. The following, at this 


ey period, mull ſtrike many, as correſponding 
ea, Hat once with recent events, and with that aw 
nd ful declaration of heaven, that God “ viſiteth 
ey he fins of the fathers upon the children, un- 
fal- eo the third and fourth generation.“ 
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18 John Knox, 


The news by the-hotrid Wee Paris 
was brought to Edinburgh about the twelfth 


of September, by Mr. Kil/egrew, ambaſſador. 
from Queen E/izabeth, : Mr. Knox, intro- 
duced it into his next ſermon, with his uſual 
denunciation of God's vengeance thereon, 
Which be deſired the French ambaſſador, 
Monſ. Le Craque, might be acquainted: with. 
The denunciation was to this purport, *“ Sen- 
tence is pronounced in Scut land againſt that 
murderer, the King of France, and God's ven- 
geance ſhall never depart from him, nor his 
houſe, but his nauie ſflall remain an execration 
to poſterity ; and nan that ſball cume of hi: 
loins mall enjoy that. kingdom in peace and 
quietneſs, unlefs repentaneg prevent God's. 
judgment.“ The ambaſſador, being told it, 
applied to neil, and com- 
plained that his, maſter was called a fraitor 
and murderer of his ſubj eas under a promiſe 
and truſt; and defired ther an, edict might, be 
publiſhed, prohibiting the ſubjects. of Scotland. 
to ſpeak any thing to the diſhonour, of his maſ· 
ter z eſpecially the 15 055 in their. ſermgng., 
is was waved by "Council ; and the ; am- 
baffadotr was told, 0 boy they. could: not hinder 


the Miniſters” from eakin even A Baſe 
themſelves. [Lis of ET A 15 10 of 
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e Ur. Du. THOMAS GOOD WIN, 1639. 


HIS excellent and venerable divine, who 
was ſometime preſident of Magdalen college, 
xford, and que of the. cjefted miniſters, 


or, rote his expoſition of the Revelation in, 
ch. 1639, and was publiſhed in the Rr 1683, 


n- oon after his death. 

On Rev. xi. 13. this writer obſerves, 

% By the tenth, part of the city I underſtand; 

fome.one tenth part of Europe;” which, he af. 

terwards explains of the kingdom of France, 
as we. ſhalldee preſently. He goes on to obs. 
lerve :;- -. ; 

1955 By the. earthquake here is meant a great 
concuſlion on ſhaking of ſtates, politic, or ec-. 
cleſtaſtical. By this earthquake's falling thug. 
out in, a tenth, part of the city, this tenth part 
of, it is ſo ſhaken that it falls; that is, ceaſeth 
to be a tenth part of the city, or belong to its 
juriſdiction any longer.—The effect of this 
earthquake, and fall of this tenth. part of the 

city is killing ſeven thouſand of. the names of 
men.-—Now, by men of name, in ſcripture is 

meant men of title, office and dignity —[As. 

in the caſe of Corah's conſpiracy, ] ſo here a. 
civil puniſhment falls upon theſe : for having 
killed theſe; witneſſes, themſelves are to be; 
> 2 WW killed (haply) by: being BEREFT, oy THEIR 

NAMES AND TITLES, Which are to be Footed 

out for ever, and condemned to perpetual for- 

getfulneſs.“ 


20 Dr. Thomas Goodwin. 


Now which of theſe ten kingdoms [may WM 
be intended it is not hard to conjecture; Wi 
though it be raſhneſs peremptorily to deter- C | 
mine,” | 1 

% The ſaints and churches of hikes, God 'F 
has made a wonder unto me in all his pro- 
ceedings towards them, firſt and laſt; and 
there would ſeem ſome great and ſpecial hon- 
our reſerved for them, yet at the laſt; for 
it is certain, that the firſt light of the goſpel, 
by that firſt and ſecond angel's preaching in 
chapter xiv. (which laid the foundation of 
antichriſt's ruin) was out from among them, 
namely thofe of Lyons, and other places in 
France. And they bore and underwent the- 
great heat of that morning of perſecution, 

which was as great, if not greater than an 
ſince.— And ſo, as that kingdom had the #r/? 
eat ſtroke, ſo now it ſhould have'the honour 
of having the 44 great ſtroke in the ruin of 
Rome.“ 
It ſhould be added, . that Dr. 
Goodwin was fo far from being poſitive in 
this idea, that he rather inclined to think 
Great Britain the tenth part of the city in- 
tended by the Holy Spirit; and that theſe 
great events ſhould happen about the middle 
of the ſeventeenth century; in this laſt idea, 
however he lived to find himſelf miſtaken, 5 
not nn the year bye ol JR) Kan 
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| No. IV. REV. CHRISTOPHER LOVE; 1651. 


ho was beheaded during the troubleſome 
mes of the civil wars in this country, on a 
. of conſpiring with ſome others to re- 
Witore K. Charles I. on the hope of having 
Wbcen reformed and converted, after he had 
taken the Scotch covenant. his gentleman, 
bo muſt be confeſſed a little tinctured with 
Jenthuſiaſm, had ſtudied the Revelation, and 
vas very confident in his calculation, in which 
Ihe thought himſelf guided ih dy the Holy * 
Writ of the Lord.“ 
The following becy, as ĩt is called, is part- 
Dy the reſult of his pro phetie ſpeculations, 
and partly his interpretation of a ſuppoſed pil- 
lar of Seth in Damaſcus, which it is now ge- 
nerally agreed by the learned was a groſs 1 im- 
poſition on the credulity of former ages. The 
near approach to late events in ſome of the 
Following articles, is however ſufficiently re- 
markable to intereſt attention in the preſent 
ſituation of affairs. The work from which 
the enſuing extract is taken is called, 4 Port 
Work of the Lord in the latter Age of the World. 
Great earthquakes and commotions by 
fea and land ſhall come in the year of God 


AMERICA In 1780.—PFhe deſtruction of pop- 
ery, or BaBYLON'S FALL, in the year 1790 


8 w:ll be known by many in the year 


[R We a pious > Prafhyterian S 


: 1 wars in Germany and in 


22 | Rev. C briftopher Love. 


1795. This will produce a great man— The 
ſtars will wander, and the moon turn as blood, 


in 18009—Atrica, Aſia, and America will 


tremble in 1803— great earthquake over 
all the world, in 1805 God will be univer- 
fally known by all: then a general reforma- 
tion, and peace for ever, when the people 
Mall learn war no amd xt is the man 
Mar liveth to ſee this day“? 

A copy of this prophecy (with ſome ob. 


ous but material errors in the latter dates) 


may be found in Mr. TorLADr's Poſthumous 
Works, there ſaid to be communicated to him 
by the late Dr. Girroa d, one of the eee 
of 1 5 in e „ Pi 
gt DIL ED N t 


- = 
' N . : 
"+ | 9 
£ 4% 4 ö 
8 4 
c * 


No. V.  ARCHBISHOP USHER. 1656. = 


Tus! * e man, 1 eminent For 
his ſingular learning and uncommon piety, is 


ſaĩd to have been in ſeveral inſt ances endowed 


with a prophetic ſpirit, by which he foretold 
_ the Iriſh maſſacre forty years before it came 
to paſs, in a ſermon preached in Dublin in 
1601, where, from Ezek. iv. 6. Aiſcourſing 
concerning the prophet's beating the j iniquity 
of, Judah forty days, the Lord therein appoint- 
ed à day for a year ; he made this direct ap- 
plication in relation to the goyernment's con- 
nivance at popery at that time. From this 
year (ſays he) will I reckon the lin of Ireland, 
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that. theſe aobom you, now embrace, hall be your 
ruin, and you ſhall bear this iniquity. Which 
prediction proved exactly true; for from that 
time 1601, to the year 1641, was juſt forty 
years, in which it is notorious that the re- 
bellion and maſſacre in Ireland happened, 
which was accompliſhed by thoſe popiſh 
prieſts and other papiſts, who were then con- 
nived at and encouraged. 

6 this ſermon the biſhop path the 
notes, and put a note thereof in the margin of 
his. Bible; and the nearer the time was, the 


more confident he grew, that it was near ac- 


compliſhment, though there: was no viſible 


| appearance; of any ſuch thing; and (ſays Dr. 


Bernard, his chaplin) The year before the 
rebellion. broke forth, the biſhop. taking his 
leave of me, being then going from Ireland to 
England, he adviſed me to a ſerious prepara- 


tion, far I ſhould ſee heavy ſorrows. and. miſes 


ries before I ſaw him again; which he de- 


| livered with as great confidence, as if he had 


ſeen it with his eyes: which ſeems to verify 

that of the prophet, Amos iii. 7. Surely 

the Lord will do nothing, but he will reveal 
it to his ſervants the prophets.” “. 

By the ſame ſpirit of prophecy, and from 

the encouragement given by government to 


papiſts, he foreſaw the changes and miſeries 


coming on England, both in church and ſtate; 


and in particular the death of K. Charles I. of 


whom he would be often ſpeaking with fear 
| andirembling, even when: he bak the greateſt 
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24 Archbiſhop Uſher. 


ſucceſs, and would therefore conſtantly pray, Wc 
and gave all advice pothble to raven. any Ne 
ſuch . | a» 
Laſtly, he predicted that the great n 
Atrale — the reformed churches was yet to come; hd 
and that the time of the utter ruin of the fee 
of Rome, ſhould be when ſhe thought herſelf Wa 
meft ſecure:“ and as to this laſt, we ſhall add | 
a brief account from the perſon? s on hand, 
to whom he related it the year before he died. 
I preſumed to inquire of him, what his 
preſent apprehenſions were concerning a very 
» - great perſecution which ſhould fall upon the 
Church of God in theſe nations of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, of which this reverend 
primate had ſpoken with great confidence 
\ many years before, when we were in the high- 
eſt and fulleſt {tate of outward peace and ſet- 
tlement. I alſo aſked him, Whether he 
did believe thoſe ſad times to be paſt, or that | 
they were yet to come.” To which he an- 
ſwered, That they were yet to come, and 
that he did as confidently expect it as ever he 
had done: Adding, That this ſad perſecu⸗- 
tion would fall upon all the Proteftant church- WF 
es in Europe. 1 replied, * That I did hope 
it might have been paſt as to theſe nations of 
ours, ſince I thought, that though we, who 
are the people thereof, have been puniſhed 
much leſs than our fins have deſerved and 
that our late wars had made far leſs devaſta- 
tions than war commonly does upon thoſe 
countries where it pleaſeth God in judgment 
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So ſuffer them; yet we muſt needs acknow- 
edge, that many great houſes have been 
Purnt, ruined, and left without inhabitants, 
many great families impoveriſhed and un- 
done,and many lives alſo had been loſt in that 
bloody war, and that Ireland and Scotland, 
as well as England, had drank very deep of 
he cup of God's anger, even to the overthrow 
of the government; and the utter deſolation, 
almoſt of a very great part of thoſe countries.“ 

But this holy man turning to me, and fix- 
ing his eyes upon me, with a ſerious and ire- 
ful look, which he uſually had when he ſpake 
God's word, and not his own, and when the 
power of God ſeemed to be upon him, and 
to conſtrain him to ſpeak, which I could eaſi- 
ly diſcern much to differ from the counten- 
ance wherewith he ufually fpake to me; he 
ſaid thus: | 

“ Fool not yourſelf with ſuch hopes, for I © 
tell you, all you have yet ſeen hath been but 
the beginning of ſorrows, to what is yet te 
come upon the Prote/tant churches of Chri/tywho 
will ere long fall under a ſharper perſecution 
than ever yet. was upon them : and therefore 
(ſaid he to me) lool you be not found in the 
outward court, but a worlhipper in the temple 
before the altar; for Chriſt will meaſure all 
thoſe that profeſs his name, and call thomſelues 
his people; and the outward worſhippers he 
will leave out to be trodden down by the Gen- 9 
tiles. The outward court (ſays he) is the for= 
mal Chriſtian, whoſe religion lies in perform- 
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26 Archbiſhop Uhlber. 
ing the outward duties of chriſtianity, with- Wl 
out having an inward /ife and porter of faith i 
uniting them to Chriſt, and theſe God will leave 
to be trodden down, and ſwept away by the 
Gentiles ; but the - worſhippers «within the 
temple, and before the altar, are thoſe who do 
indeed\' worſhip God in fpirit and in truth, 
whoſe; hu are made his temple, and he is 
honoured and adored in the ng inward” 
thoughts of their hearts, and they ſacrifice their 
luſts and vile affections, -vea, and their cron 
<cills to him; and theſe God will hide in the 
hollow of his hand, and under the ſhadow of 
iis wings. And this ſhall be one great differ- 
ence between this la, and all the other pre- 
ceding perſecutions: for in the former the 
moſt eminent and ſpiritual miniſters and Chri/- 
tian did generally ſuffer moſt, and were moſt 
violently fallen upon; but in this laſt per ſecu- 
tion theſe ſhall be preſerved by God, as a feed 
to pattake of that glory which ſhall immediate- 
iy follow, and come upon the church, as ſoon 
as ever this ſtorm ſhall be over; for as it ſhall 
be the arp g, ſo it ſhall be the ſhorteſt perſe- 
cution f th em all; and ſhall only take away 
the groſs hypocrites and formal profefſcr , but 
the true ſpiritual believers ſhall be preſerved 
till the calamity De over“! 
He added, That the Papiſts were, in his 
opinion, che Gentiles * of in the 11th of 
i the Revelations; to whom the outward court 
8 2 that they might tread it under 
foot: "A _ received the —— wor- 
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h. R ſhip, in their adoring images, and ſaints de- 
15 parted, and in taking to themſelves many 
ve 


mediators: and this (ſaid he) the Papiſts are 
now deſigning among themſelv es, and there- 
fore be ſure you may be ready.“ 


do This was the ſubſtance, and 1 think (for 
th, the greateſt part) the very ſame words which 
3» this holy man ſpake to me at the time before 
1d mentioned, not long before his death, and 
cr g which he writ down, that ſo great and notable 
na prediction might not be loſt and forgotten 
he by myſelf and others. 
of WW © This gracious man repeated the ain 
er- things in fubſtance to his only daughter the 
re- lady Tyrril, and that with many tears, and 
he WW much about the fame time.—The ſame things 
Z he alſo repeated to the lady Byſſe, wife to the 
oſt preſent lord chief baron of Deland, but with 
c. adding this circumſtance, That if they brought 
ed Bl back the king it might be delayed a little langer: 
e- but (faith he) it will ſurely come, therefore 
ON Bl be ſure to look that you be not tound Wpre- 
all pared for it. | 
fe- To conclude in the words of Dr. Bernard: 
Va ſpeaking of this excellent perſon, he ſays, 
but ! Howſoever I am as far from heeding of 
ved prophecies this way as any; yet with me it is 
not improbable, that ſo great a divine, ſo ſanc- 
his WF tified from his youth, ſo knowing and eminent 
1 of throughout the univerſal church, might have, : 
| "= forme: ſpecial times, more than ordinary mo- 
der 


tions and impulſes, in doing the watch 8 
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_ commotions and change of affairs, is obvious 
to any one to note; but that the City here 


ealy for every one to hit on; but I conceive 
it is plain enough that this city is the very 


that is to ſay, an idolatrous head. Whence 


ö ' 2 


_— Dr. H. More. 
part, of giving warning of 66 ſhortly 
to eee 


No. VI. Da. H. MORE, 1663. 

Tas learned writer has taken cand. 
pains to develope the depths of the“ Mys- 
TERY of INIT contained in the kingdom 
of Antiebrit. On that remarkable, predic- 
tion, Revelation xi. 13. he opſer ves, {Book 
H. ch. 12.} 

That an earthquake; ſignifies political 


A r tim Ys of 


mentioned ſhould be underſtood not of a city 
of brick or ſtone, but a Polity, has not been fo 


city mentioned in the eighth verſe, which is 
called the great city, and this great city is the 
whore of Babylon ; and the whore of Babylon 
is nothing but the body of the idolatrous cler- 
gy in the empire, who appertain to the ſe- 
venth or laſt head of the beaſt, which is an 
head of blaſphemy, as well as the fix firſt, 
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we may underſtand what is meant by theſe 
even thouſand names of men; for neither ſeven 
nor thoufand ſignify any determinate number, 
but only the nature or property of theſe name: 
ef men that are ſaid to be flain, namely, that 
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Whey are TITLES, DIGNITIES, OFFICES, OF on- 
Pens of men belonging to the ſtate of Chriſ- 
tendom. As under the ſeventh head, that is 
vecome idolatrous and ia, and in 
that this number /even is multiplied into a 
bouſand, it ſignifies 1a perfect and durable 
nulling all ſuch offices and ox ůUoBERRS of men; 
which, if Mr. Mede had taken notice of, jt 
would have ſaved him the labour of making 
lout the ſenſe of names of men, and allo the 
ſolicitude touching the proportionableneſs of 
the number of the ſlain; for no men at all 
here are neceſſarily implied to be ſlain, but on- 
ly all antichriſtian orrices and FRATERNI- 
TIES to be DISSOLVED and ABROGATED, and 
things to be reduced to the purity of the fir, 
four hundred years. For to /a by a dioriſay * 
mus, ſigniſies nothing elſe but a cauſing a 
thing to ceaſe to be. This, but little queſtion, 
is the true meaning of this place. And the 
tenth part of the city will have a ſenſe Marvel 
lous coincident therewith. © 
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we. vil. REV. PETER JUREEU, 1687. - - 4 


þ 


MR. n 05 one pad the Miniſters we Ft 
Erench church at Rotterdam, and is famons 
for a work, entitled, © The accom rPEISH- 
ENT of the SCRIPTURE PROPHECTES ; or che 


Finally written in French but 2 tranſlation * 


approaching delrverance of the church. 051 * 


30 Rl Peter Turien. 


was printed in this country, of the above date, 
from which are taken the following extracts. 
This work, the author (in his prefatory ad- 
dreſs) profeſſes to have been the fruit of much 
prayer, and ſtudy of the ſeriptures, in the 
fearch of which he is confident of having re- 
ceived an anſwer to his prayers in the way of 
divine illumination, inſomuch that he ſays, 
(part II. p. 68.) „We ſhall ſee ſuch an ad- 
þ mirable agreement between the events and the 
prophecies explained, that ſhall abundantly 
convince, that what I am about to fay, 1 is not 
SIMPLE confecture.“ 
1 On Revel. xi. 13. the author defcants 
5.4 thus : (p. 242 and ſequel.}—< There ſhalt 
an earthquake, i. e. a great emotion and 
AFfrouble in the world, and in the antichriſtian- 
kingdom. In this emotion a tenth part of the 
city ſhall fall; i. e. a tenth part of the anti- 
chriſtian kingdom ſhall be taken away from 
it Sever thouſand men ſhall periſh m this 
earthquake, and be buried under the ruins of 
the city, i, e, that this ſhall be brought about 
with ſome bloodſhed (though not conſidera- 
dle) in that part of the city which ſhall be 
taken away from the Pope and the Popedom. 
And laſtly, within a little? while this tenth 
* part of the city which ſhall be taken from the 
Rs Popedom, ſhall. give glory to God, and be 
© , © converted.” | = 
After a few pages it is added,. Mark that 
the great earthquake, i. e. the great alteration: 
| ef affairs in the — * muſt for 


K 
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1 phat time happen only in the tenth part of the 
Wcity that ſhall fall ; for this ſhall be the ef- 
ect of this earthquake.“ 


ich ſhall fall? lu my opinion, we cannot 


che moſt conſiderable part or piece of the ten 
[horns, or ſtates, which once made up the 
great Babylonian — * : it fell ;, this does not 
fignify, that the French Monarchy ſhall be 

ruined ; it may be HUMBLED'; but mall ap- 
pearance, Providence does deſign à great ele- 
vation for her afterward. It is highly proba- 
ble that God will not let go unpuniſned the 
horrible outrages which it acts at this day Cot 
perſecution. ] Aﬀterward, it muſt build its: 
greatneſs upon the ruins of the papal empire, 
and enrich itſelf with the ſpoils of thoſe who 


perſecute the proteſtants, know not whither 
God is leading them: this is not the way 


glory. If ſhe comes thither, it is becauſe ſhe 


mall ſhortly change her road. Her greaten- 
ing will be no damage to prote/tant lates ; on 


ſtrengthened by the fall of Antichriſt's empire. 


che Roman religion. 


che refufal of obedience buy the f ten kings, who! 


ot 


% Now what is this Tenth part of the city, 


doubt that it is Francs. * This kingdom is 


mall take part with the papacy. © They who. 


which he will lead France, to the height of 


the contrary, the prote/tant ſtates thall be en- 
riched with the ſpoils of others; and be 


„„ r 1 


This tenth part of the city ſhall Jall with reſpect 
to the papacy ; it ſhall break with Rome, and 


; One thing is certain, 
chat theBabylonian empire ſhall periſh = 
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had given their power to the beat. The 
thing is already come to paſs in part. The 
kingdoms of-Sweden, Denmark, England, 

and ſeveral ſovereign ſtates in Germany, have 
withdrawn themſelves from the juriſdiction 
of the pope. They haue ſpoiled the harlot of 
her riches. They have eaten her fleſh, i. e. 
ſeized on her bengfices, and revenues, which 
ſhe had in their coantries- This muſt go on, 
and de finiſhed as it is begun. The kings 
who yet remain under the empire of Rome, 
muſt break with her, leave her loluary and 

deſolate.” 

But who muſt begin this laft. revolt? It 
is moſt probable that Fkance ſhall. Not 
Spain, which as yet is plunged in ſuperſtition, 
and is as much under the ?yranny of the cler- 
2y as ever. Not the emperor, who in tempo- 
rals 1s ſubject to the pope, and permits that 
in his ſtates the archbiſhop of Strigonium 
ſhould teach, that the pope can abe away the 
Imperial crown from him. It cannot be any 
country but France, which a long time ago 
hath begun to_/pake off the yoke of Rome. It 
is well known, how ſolemnly and openly war 
bath been declared againſt the pope, by a de- 
claration of the king (ratiſied in alt the par- 

haments) by the deciſiont of the aſſembly of 
the French 3 by a diſputation againſt 
the authority of the pope, managed 1n the 
Sorbon, ſolemnly and by order of the court. 
And to heighien the affront, the theſes: were 


Poſted up, even upon the gateof his Nuacio. 


A 
þ 
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othing of this kind had hitherto happened, 
A leaſt in a time of peace, and unleſs the 


ey . 
* we.” by 


ave had given occaſion by his inſolence. 
wn 'k Beſides this, ſuperſtition and idolatry loſe 
of heir credit much in France, —There is a ſe- 
e. cret party, though well enough known, 
ch which greatly deſpiſeth the popular devo- 
on, tions, images, worſhip of ſaints, and is con- 


ugs vinced that theſe are human inventions, 
ne, God is bree preparing for this great 
nd work. 

. « To this it may be objected, that for the 
It laſt hundred and fifty years, the pope's em- 
lot pire hath not been made up of ten kings, be- 
on, cauſe the kings of England, Sweden, Den- 
er- mark, &c. have thrown off his government; 
pe- and conſequently, France is not at this day 
nat the tenth part of the Babylonian empire; for 
um it is more than a ſenth part of it. But this 18 
the no difficulty : for we muſt know, that things 
ny retain the names which they bore in their o- 
go riginal (without regarding the alterations 


Which time does bring along.) Though at 
this day, there are not ten kingdoms under 


certain, that each kingdom was called, and 
ought to be called in this prophecy, the tenth 


this empire in its beginning, by its ten horns, 
Jer ten kings, it is neceſſary for our clear un- 


F 
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the Babylonian empire, it is notwithſtanding. 
part, becauſe the . prophet having deſcribed. 


Wderitanding, that every one of theſe ten kings 
and kingdoms ſhould be called one of the ten 
kings, or of the ten N with — to 
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the original conſtitution of the anti-chriſtian 
empire. 

Seeing the fenth part of the 95 that muſt 
full, is Tran this gives me ſome hopes that 
the death of the two witneſſes hath a particu- 
lar relation to this ' kingdom. It is the /ereet or 
place of this city, i. e. the molt fair and emi- 
nent part of it. The witneſſes mult remain 
dead upon his freet, and upon it they mult 
be raifed again. And as the death of the 
witneſſes and their reſurrection have a relation 
to the kingdom of France, 1t may well fall out, 
that we may not be far diſtant from the time 
of the reſurrection of the witneſſes, ſeeing the 
three years and a half of their death are ei- 
ther begun, or will begin ſhortly. 

And in the earthquake were /tain ſeven 
thouſand; in the Greek it is froth thouſand 
names of men, and not ſeven thouſand men. I 
contels, that this ſeems ſomewhat myſterious: 
in other places we find not this phraſe, name, 
of men, put ſimply for men. Perhaps there is 
here a figure of grammar called, hypellage ca- 


fus, fo that names of men are put for men of 


name, i. e. of raiſed and conſiderable quality, 
be it on the account of "riches, or of dignity, 
or of learning. But I am more inclined to 
fay; that here theſe words, names of men, mult 
hg taken in their natural ſignification, and do 
intimate, that the total reformation of France, 
mall not be made with bloodſhed, nothing 
hall be deſtroyed but NAMES; ſuch as are 
the names of Monks, of Carmelites, of Au- 
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guſtines, of Dominicans, of Jacobins, of 
Franciſcans, Capuchins, Jefuits, Minimes, 
and an infinite company of others, whoſe 
number it is not eaſy to define, and which 
the Holy | Ghoſt denotes by the number ſe- 
ven, which is the number of perfection, to 
ſignify, that the orders of monks and nuns 
ſhall periſh for ever. This is an inſtitution 
ſo degenerated from its firſt original, that it 
is become the arm of antichriſt. Theſe or- 
ders cannot periſh one with another. 

5+ Theſe great events deſerve to be diſtin- 
guiſhed from all ethers ; for they have chang- 


ed, or ſhall change, THz whore Fach or 


„ Lk | 
In page 270 we find theſe words: It is 
clear, that theſe Hing who through ignor- 
ance, or weakneſs, ſuffered their power to be 
uſurped by the empire of the pgpacy, ſhall 
take it again; /hall eat her fleſh, i. e., ſhall 
enrich themſelves with her benefices and re- 
venues, and burn her with fire, i. e. ſhall a- 
boliſn the memory of this Romiſb empire, ſo 
that nothing but aſhes ſhall remain of it.“ 
And again he ſays, in page 276, „The 
firſt thing, which ſhall be done in the third 
period of the ſeventh vial, is the fall of the 
renth part of the city, i. e. of the kingdom. of 
France, which. ſhall break with the court of 
Rome, and wholly change the face of religion 


in that kingdom, this is the firſt action of the 
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„The beaſt and the falſe prophet, the pope "74 
and his agents ſhall rally all their forces: but 8 
God ſhall mufter all his together, and give do 

. the laſt blow to popery ; then the beaſt and Na f 
the falſe prophet ſhall be thrown into the lake, WW Ma 
and plunged into the bottomleſs pit: Babylon Cab 
ſball wholly ll; and it ſhall be ſaid, ſhe is MI chi. 
fallen, ſhe is fallen.“ a ,. 

Aſter ſome further obſervations, he goes MW be 
on, in page 260 :—*<© And after; theſe words Jud 
ſignify, that when the reformation ſhall be ef. Ane 
tabliſhed again in France, by way of divine W ©! 
immediate operation, by which the zeal ' of W 22 
the apoſtates, and of others who know the the 
truth, but with-hold it in unrighteouſneſs, cla 
ſhall be quickened again; ſome ſpace of e 
time ſhall paſs, probably ſome years before IM 190 
France ſhall wholly throw off the yoke of Po- © 
pery. That kingdom ſhall not be intirely re- bel 
formed by way of authority, immediately af- the 
ter our reformation ſha}l be again ſet on foot | 
by way of inſpiration, and recovering of zeal. of 

For, and after, ſignifies an interval of time; 37 
but whether it ſhall be ſhort, or long, is not 
expreſled : notwithſtanding, I ſee no likeli- tha 
hood, that it ſhall be very long, nor do I be- feb 

72 1; 7 RE 3. 5 1 _ 

Mentioning the time in which he expected H. 
theſe events, this author ſays, [Part II. page ed 

50. ] That it will fall on the year 1785, in the 

Which ſhall come the glorious reign of Jeſus MW 22 
Chriſt on the earth of which we ſhall ſpeak th! 


_ afterwards.” * 
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Again in page 279, he goes on thus !— 
if I ſhould be miſtaken nine or ten years, —1 
do not think that any could juſtly treat me as 
a falſe prophet, and accuſe me of raſhnels. 
Many will not forbear to judge me raſb, be- 
cauſe I propound my conjectures about theſe 
things as certain concluſions. To this I have 
a ſecond thing to ſay, that none hath reaſon to 
be offended; that I am poſefed with, and per- 
ſuaded of that, which I think I evidently fee, 
and that I find the proofs of what I propound 
convincing to myſelf, I ſhould do ill to de- 

mand of others the ſame aſſurance, and obli 
them to entertain the ſame perſuaſion; I de- 
clare the contrary in expreſs terms: I am 
well content (as I have ſaid) that my readers 
ſhould account theſe aſſertions to be conjec- 
tures, provided that I may have the liberty to 
believe what I fee, or what I believe E ſee in 
the coritings of the Prophets.” 
The author afterwards treating more fully 
of the introduction of Chriſt's kingdoms, p. 
376. places the order of events as follows. 
1 The papal empire ſhall. fall. 2. After 
that ſome hear will be neceſſary to aboliſh 
ſer and parties, and compoſe the differences 

among Chriſtians. z. That after this, man 
Heathen nations, and the Jews ſhall be conwert- 
ed; for it cannot be thought, that they 
WY ould be converted, while Chriſtians ate ſo 
much at variance among themſelves, and ſeek» 
ng che deſtruction of one another. 4. Aſter 
the converſion of the * the remainder of \ 


1 


* 
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the moſt remote nations thall alſo be convert- 
ed ; now for all-this there muſt be time ; for 
ſhould we think that God will act in a more 
miraculous manner in this, than in the eſta- 


bliſhment of the %% Chriſtian church? 


Wheretore, as the Chriſtian church was near 
an hundred years in its firſt ſettling, no leſs 
will be neceflary perfectly to reſettle it; and 
then ſhall that bleſſed kingdom come, which 
we expect; not but there is ſome probabili- 
ty, that God may begin to compute. the 
thoufand yeurs from the full of Antichriſt, e- 


ven before the converſion ot the 7e] and | 


Gelitilet, and fo the fall of the Antichriftian 
Eingdom, and the converſion of the nations, 
may in ſome fort be comprehended within 
the reign of Chriſt for a thouſand years. But 
when we ſpeak here. of the kingdom of Chrif, 
we ſpeak of it as in its perfection, which will 
not be till after thefe things are come to 
8.“ 5 „ 1 a of 

2 the characters of Chriſt's reign 
the following are the moſt ſtriking, page 
378 :—< The fourth character of this reign 
of Chriſt is a ſovereign prace. This is plain- 
1y revealed by many expreſs propbecies. 
that the wolff Hall feed with the lamb, and 
ſeoords be turned into plough-fhares, and men 
Hall not hurt or deftroy one anather. The art 
of war which ſprung from bell, ſhall return 
_ »thither. Nothing but the corruption and 
wickedneſs of the world doth make it neceſ- 
ſary. The devil of covetouſneſs, and of am- 
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bition, the ſpirit of revenge, and the like, 
ſhall return to the bottomleſs pit, whence 
e they came. And it ſhall no more be a point 
- of honour to knew how to maſfſacre man- 
W kind, to ſtorm towns and gain battles, and 
T deſtroy countries and cover the fields with 
8 dead bodies. 

4 Then follows his fifth character, in theſe 
h words, ſo very remarkable, when we confider 
i. what has lately taken place in France, with 
e reſpect to titles, armorial bearings, and live- 
> WH res, &c.— “ This ſhall be a kingdom of. humil- 
di. All thoſe: var TITLES, which now 
n WW ferve for ornament and pride, ſhall then be 
, MW vanquiſhed.  Brotherly love ſhall make all 
n MW men equal ; not that all diſtinction, and all 
it dignities among men ſhall ceaſe. This king- 
„dom is no anarchy + there ſhall be ſome to 
1 MW govern; and to obey. But government ſhall 
o chen be without pride and inſolence, without 
tyranny, and without violence. Subjects 
ſhall obey their rulers, with an humble ſpi- 
rit; and. governors ſhall rule their ſubjects 
with a a ſpirit of meckneſs and gentlenels.”" * 


No. VIII. Rev. ROBERT FLEMING, 1701. 


Ma. FLEMING, miniſter Y the Scots 
church in London, publiſhed ſome extraor- 
dinary. DISCOURSES, and one in particular of 


u- dhe above date, on the RISE and FALL of the 
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PAPACY, from which the following extras 
are taken. ag) 

« The fourth vial comes now to be conſi- 
dered. And as this is poured out pen the 
fun of the papa! kingdom, ver. 8; ſo the effect 
of it is men's being ſcorched and burned with 
fre, which yet does not make them turn to 
God, but blaſpheme his name the more, as 
we may ſee, ver. 9. Now as this vial muſt 
begin where the other ends, v1z. at, or a little 
after the year 1648; fo I cannot ſee but it 
muſt denote the wars that followed the peace 
.of Munſter, with other incidental occurences. 
Now ſeeing the bombarding of towns and ei- 
ties was chiefly made. uſe of in theſe latter 
wars, we may ſee how properly the ſcorching 
er burning men from above (as if the ſun had 
ſent down fire and heat from his own body) 
is made uſe of to characterize the time of 
this vial, But the chief thing to be taken 
notice of here, is, that the /n and other lu- 
minaries of heaven, are the emblem of prin- 
ces and kingdoms, as we took notice before. 
Therefore the pouring out this vial on the 
fun, muſt denote the humiliation of ſome emi- 
nent potentates of the Romiſh intereſt, whoſe 
"influences and countenance cheriſh and ſup- 
port the papal cauſe. And theſe therefore 
mult be principally underſtood of the houſes 
of Auſtria and Bourbon, though not exclybve. 
ly of other popiſh princes... 
And now, ſeeing I have marked out the 
the time we are in at preſent; it is time lo 
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41 
to put a ſtop to our Apocalyptical thoughts; 


ſeeing no man can pretend, upon any juſt 
rounds, to calculate future times. Hows- 


e ever, ſeeing I have come ſo far; I ſhall adven- 
t ture to preſent you further with ſome con- 
2 Wjcſtural thoughts on this head; for I am far 
0 


them any higher charaGer. 


and to the other vials that follow this. 


2 


from the preſumption of ſome men, to give 


* Now my conjectures ſhall relate to two 
things, viz. to the remaining part of this vial, 


And, 1. as to the remaining part of this 
vial, I do humbly ſuppoſe that it will come 
to its higheſt pitch about An. 1717, and that 
it will run out about the year 1794...50 that 
there is ground to hope, that about the be- 
ginning of another ſuch century, things may 
again alter for the better: for I cannot but 
hope that ſome new mortification of the chief 
ſupporters of antichriſt will then happen ; 
and perhaps the French monarchy may begin 
to be confiderably humbled about that time: 
that whereas the preſent French king takes 
the ſun for his emblem, and this for his mot- 
to, Nec pluribus impar, he may at length, or 
rather his ſucceſſors, and the monarchy 
ſelf (at leaſt before the year 1794) be forced 
to acknowledge, that in reſpect to neighbour- | 
ing potentates, he is even 1 ngulis impar. 

But as to the expiration of this vial; 1 
do fear it will not be until the year 1794. 
The xeaſon of which conjecture is this; that 
find the pope got a new foundation of ex= 


it 
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altation, when Juſtinian, upon his conqueſt of 
Italy, leſt it in a great meaſure to the pope's 
management, being willing to eclipſe his own 
authority, to advance that of this haughty 
prelate. Now this being in the year. 552; 
this, by the addition of the 1260 years, reach- 
es down to the year 1811; which according 
to prophetical account is the year 1794. 
And now, my friends, I may be well ex- 
cuſed, if I venture no further, in giving you 
any more conjectural thoughts upon this pre- 
ſent period of time. But ſeeing I pretend to 
give my ſpeculations of what is future, no 
higher character than gueſſes, I ſhall ſtill ven- 
ture to add ſomething to what have already 
ſaid. Therefore be pleaſed, x. To call to 
mind, what I premiſed to the confideration of 
the ſeven vials, as the ſecond preliminary, 
viz. that ſecing the vials do (all of them) 
ſuppoſe a ſtruggle or war between the popiſh 
and reformed parties; every vial is to be look- 
ed upon, as the event and concluſion of ſome 
mne periodical attack of that firſt party upon 
3 this other; the iſſue of which proves at length 
— +» favourable to the latter againſt the former.“ 
For if this be duly confidered, it will let us ſee, 
that great declining of the Proiſtant intere/t for 
ſome time, and great and formidable advances, 
and new degrees of increaſe in the Romiſh par- 
ty, are very conliſtent with the ſtate of both 
_ theſe oppoſite mtereſts under the vials. For, 
as Rome Pagan was gradually ruined under 
* the ſeals, under many of which it ſeemed to in- 
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creaſe to outward obſervation, and to be- 
come more rampant than before, when yet it 
was indeed declining; ſo muſt we ſuppoſe it 
will be with Rome Papal. For monarchies 
as they rife gradually and infenſibly, ſo do 
they wear out ſo likewiſe. And therefore we 
mult not entertain ſuch chimerical notions of 
the fall of the papacy, as if it were to be ac- 
eompliſhed ſpeedily or miraculouſly, as many 
have done. For as it roſe inſenſibly, and ſtep 
by ſtep, ſo muſt it fall in like manner. 

And as a confirmation of this conjecture, 
let it be conſidered in the ſecond place (be- 
ſides what I hinted before on this head) that 
it is ſomething very extraordinary, and pecu- 
| Har in ſome fenſe to this vial, that the ſun, upon 
which it is poured out, ſhould yet be made the 
executor of the judgment of it upon others, at the 
ſame time that he is tormented with it A l 
So that whoſoever is denoted by the ſn here 
(as I ſuppoſe he Heuſe of Bourbon principally 
is) is made uſe of, as the Devil is, both to tor- 
ment others, and to be tormented himſelf in 
fo doing. And if the King of France there- 
fore be denoted by this principally, I fear he is 
= to be made ule of, in the hand of God, as 
Nebuchadnezzar was of old againit the Jews, 
viz. as a further ſevere ſcourge to the proteſ- 
tant churches every where, And, beſides 
this characteriſtical mark, which ſeems to 
forebode his further exaltation and our hy- 
miliation; there is yet a third thing, that 1 
cannot but think upon with dread and tremb- 


266 . "nt Robert Fleming. 


ling of 8 viz. that it is further ſaid, that 
While this ſun of the popiſh world is running 
his fatal and dreadful career, and ſcorching 
men with fire, they are ſo far from being bet- 
tered by theſe judgments, that they go on 
more and more to blaſpheme the name. of 
| God, who has power gwer theſe plagues. 
And while this continues to be the ſtate of the 
proteſtant world, and while atheiſm, deiſm, 
ſocinianiſm, irreligion, profaneneſs, ſceptiſm, 
formality, hatred of godlineſs, and a bitter 
perſecuting ſpirit, continue and increaſe 
among us, what can we expect but mew 296 
deſolating judgments ? 
If any ſay, that theſe are r con- 
jectures, I muſt tell them that I cannot hel 
- the matter; for I muſt follow the thread of 
the text and the aſpect of the times. If they 
- aſk, but when will the tide turn for the pro- 
teſtant church? I anſwer, when they turn 
more univerſally to God, and no ſooner. 
But if they enquire further, whether the /un 
of the popiſo kingdom is not to be eclipſed him- 
ſelf at length? T muſt poſitively aſſert he will; 
ee this vial were not a judgment upon him 
and the Romiſh party. But if yet again the 
e be, when this is to fall gut and how 
1 mwſt tell you; that I have nothing further 
to add to what I have ſaid, as to the time. Mt 
But as to the manner, how this is to be done, 
our text does lay a foundation of ſome more 
diſtin&t thoughts. Ee in the fourth 
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Trench Monarchy after it has ſcorched others, 
ill itſelf — ach by doing ſo; it's fire, and 
hat which is the fuel that maintains it, walt- 
Ing inſenſibly; till it be exhauſted at laſt 4 
wards the end of this century.— 
One thing only I ſhall further take no- 
tice of here, upon the occaſion of the king of 
Spain's death; that God ſeems to mark out 
reat things ſometimes by very minute ones, 
ſuch as names, e. g. as the Spaniſh monarchy 
began with Charles the Fifth, (as to the Au- 
trian family) ſoit has now expired in one of 
the ſame name: which I the rather obſerve, 
becauſe of many inſtances of the ſame kind. 
Of which number take theſe following: Dari- 
us the Mede, as Daniel calls him (though 
Xenophon calls him Cyaxares) the uncle of 
Cyrus, was the firſt Medo-Perſian monarch, 
after the deſtruction of the Babylonian; and 
Darius Codomannus was the laſt. Ptolemus 
Lagi began the Egyptian kingdom after Alex- 
ander's death, and Ptolemeus Dionyſius was 
the laſt of that race. Auguſtus fixed the 
Roman empire, and it ended in Auguſtulus. 
The Eaſtern Roman empire was erected by 
Conſtantine the Great, and expired with Con- 
ſtantine Paleolugos. The Scots race came 
into England in a James, and has gone out 
again in another of that name. And wWwhe⸗ 


ther William, the thirdking of England of 


that name, as well as the third William 
Prince of Orange, be likely to be the laſt both 
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theſe: WAP" left to future time to unrid; 
dle. 


| poured out on the ſeat of the beaft, or the do- 


of Supreme Biſhop no ſooner than An. 606, 


account, when they are reckoned from An. 


phrates, from crofling which river they date 


B © £ 


1 But 2. to ace with: my athads con- 
jectures relating to the . 2a rde 1 do 

further ſuppoſe that... 
The fifth vial, ver. 10, 11. which is to whe 


8 


minions that more immediately belong to, and 
depend upon the Roman ſee; that, I ſay, this 
judgment will probably begin about the year 
1794, and expire about A. C. 1848; ſo that 
the duration of it upon this ſuppoſition, will 
be for the ſpace of 54 years. For I do ſup- 
poſe, that ſeeing the Pope received the title 


ke cannot be ſuppoſed to have any vial pour- 
ed upon his ſeat immediatęly (ſo as to ruin 
his authority ſo ſignally as this judgment muſt 
be fuppoled: to do) until the year 1848, which 
is the date of the 1260 years in prophetical 
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606. But yet we are not to imagine that this 
vial will totally deſtroy the papacy (though it 
will exccedingly weaken it) for we find this 
ſtill in being and _ when the next val 18 
poured out. 

The fixth vial, ver. 12, &e. will be pour 
ed out upon the Mahometan Antichriſtfas the 
former on the Papacy. And ſeeing the fixth 
trumpet brought the Turks from beyond Eu- 


their riſe: this fixth vial dries up their waves, 
and exhauſts their power, as the means and 
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way to prepare and diſpoſe the eaſtern” kings 
and kingdoms to renounce. their heatheniſh 
and Mahometan errors, in order to their re- 
cetving and embracing Chriſtianity. - . 
„For Ithinkthis:is the native import of 
15 text, aud mot that the [Jews are to be un- 
er ſtood under this denomination! of the kings 
of the Eat; which is ſuch an odd ſtraining of 
it to ſerre a turn, as T cannot. admit of. Now 


hear of chręs uncleun ſpirils [ike frogs or fade, 
that were ſent out by Satan and the remains of 
the polity and church of Rome, called. the 
Beaſt and the Falſe Prophet, in order to inſi- 
nuate upon the eaſtern nations, upon their de- 
ſerting Mahometiſm, to fall in with their ido- 
latrous and ſpurious Chtiſtianity, rather than 
with the true reformed doctrine. And theſe 
meſſengers ſhall be ſo ſucceſsful 'as to draw 
theſe eaſtern kings and their ſubjects, and 
| with them the greateſt part of mankind, to 
take part with them. So- that, by the aſfiſt⸗ 
ance of theſe their agents and miſſionaries, 
they ſhall engage the whole world in ſome 
manner, to join with them in rooting out the 
faints. (And here in a parentheſis Ty 
gives a watchword:to his fervants-to be 

their guard in this hour of trial, ver. 1 25 
But when the Pope has got himſelf at the head 
of this vaſt army, and has brought them to 
the place of battle, called Armageddon (i. e. 
the place where there will be a moſt diabolis 
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ſeeing this vial is to deſtroy the Turks, we 


cal, nee powerful conſpiracy againſt 
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myſtical Babylon. And as Chriſt concluded 
his ſufferings on the croſs with this voice It is 
finiſhed ; ſo the church's: ſufferings are con- 


there, ſaying, It is dene. And therefore with 


one continued, the firſt running into the ſe- 
cond, and the ſecond completing the firſt; 
the one giving us an account of the bealt's 


the other ſhewing the event of the whole: 
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"that the firſt of theſe will probably take up 
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Chriſt's ſollowers; ; then nn doth 
the ſeventh añgel pour out his vial to their ru- 
in and deſtruction 

The ſeventh vial therefore: being ET 
out on'the air, ver. 17. brings down thunter, 
lightning, Hail, and ftorms;; which, together 
with a terrible carthquake, deſtroys all the an- 
tichriſtian nations, and particularly Rome, or 


9 2 


cluded with a voice out of the temple of hea- 
ven, and from the throne of God: and Chri/t 


this doth the bleſſed Millenium of Chriſt's 
ſpiritual reign on earth begin; of which, and 
what may be ſuppoſed to . we took. fome 
notice above. 6:71 

Nov ſeeing theſe. two e as it were; 


preparation for warring againſt the ſaints, and 


there is no need to give you any conjectures 
about the concluſion of the ſixth vial, or the 
beginning of the laſt ; only you may obſerve, 


moſt of the time between 1848, and the year 
2000; becauſe ſuch long meſſages and intrigues 
(befi des the time ſpent before in deſtroy! 

the Turkiſh empire) and preparations fo 907 45 
univerſal a war, muſt needs take up a great 
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many years; whereas our bleſſed Lord ſeems 
to tell us, that the deſtruction of all thoſe his 
enemies will be accompliſhed ſpeedily, and in 
a little time, in compariſon of the other yial. 
Suppoſing then that the "Turkiſh monarchy 
ſhould be totally deſtroyed between 1848, 
and 1900, we may jultly aſſign ſeventy or 


| eighty years longer to the end of the fixth 


ſeal, and but twenty or thirty at moſt to the 
laſt. Now how great and remarkable this ft 
deſtruction of the papal antichriſt will be, 
we may gueſs: by that repreſentation of it, 
chap. xiv: 19, 20. where it is ſet forth under 
the emblem and character of the great wwine- 
preſs of the wrath of God (which can refer to 
nothing properly but the event of the ſeventh 
vial, as I might ſhew at large had T time.) 
Now this wine-pre/+ TS to be trodden without 
the city (viz. of Jeruſalem, or the church, fee- 
ing this is called the City, in ſcripture ſtyle, as 


| Rome is called the Great City) in Armageddon, 


Rev. xvi. 16, which may bear alluſion to the 
Valley of Deciſion, Joel iii. 2, 12, 14. How- 
ever the greatneſs of this ſlaughter appears in 
this, that the blood is repreſented to flow in 
ſuch a current as to reach even to the horſe 


| bridles, viz. of the ſervants of God, employed 


in this execution: for without doubt this re- 

lates to what we have, ch. xix. 14. which 

beſeech you to compare with this And 

now to return to the repreſentation of this 

flaughter by the <wine-preſs of blood, chap. xiv. 

20. it is further ſaid of it, that it flowed to the 
- I f 
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Height of the horſe bridles, for the ſpace. or en- 
tent of 1600 furlongs. So that Armageddon 
ſeems to be denoted here, in the extent of it, 
as the feld of battle, which is now turned into 
afield of blood. Now what place can we ima- 
gine to be ſo properly meant by this as the 
territory of the ſee of Rome in Italy, which (as 
Mr. Joſeph Mede, who firſt made this obſer- 
vation, ſays) from the city of Rome to the 
furthermoſt mouth of the river Po and the 
marſhes of Verona, is extended the ſpace of 
'200 Italian miles, that is exactly 1600 fur- 
longs; the alan mile conſiſting of eight Kar- 
ongs. 
bi @ Anda now, my friends, L have fulfilled my 
promiſe to you, in giving 8 not only a reſc- 
lution of the Fara, Apocalyptical queſtion, 
When the. papacy began, and when we may ap- 
Doſe it will end: but ſome conſiderable im- 
provement of it, with reſpect to the knowledge 
net only of times paſt, but that particular 
period we are now under, together with con- el 
jectures (and ſome of them I am ſure new and WM. 
* on) about future time. By all which 
1 hope 1 have given the world fach a key to Hp 
unlock all the chambers of the book of the 
Revelation, as I hope I may venture to ſay (af W:. 
Conſidered and uſed. impartially, judiciouſly, 
| 7and diligently) will be found to giveſome new 
fight to us, in our mental journey through. the 
Fe and e and dark e * 
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Pa good man was Minklüör of weg goſpel at 
Dundee, 8 among ſeveral ſermons de pub- 
liſhed under the title of The BALNM of GiLE- 
AD—with the Glory of the-Minifration of the 
Spirit,” &c. are two (the I ith and 12th) on 
John iii. 30. He muſt increaſe—in which is 
the following paſſage, which has been lately - 
noticed as remarkable, though the ſentiment 
may be probably borrowed from ſome of the 
preceding authors. 

Before antichrift's fall, one of the ten 
kingdoms which ſupported the beaſt ſhall un- 
dergo a marvellous Revolution, Rev. xi. 13. 
The ſame hour there was @ great earthquake, 
and the tenth part of the city fell. By which 
tenth part, is to be underſtood one of the ten 
kingdoms into which the great city Romiſh 
Babylon was divided: this many take to be 
the kingdom of France, it being the tenth and 
laſt of the kingdoms as to the time of its riſe, 
and that which gave Nome denomination of the 
beaſt with ten horns, and alſo it being the only 
one of the ten that was never conquered ſince 
its riſe. However unlikely this and other 
propheſied events may appear at the time, yet 
the Almighty hand of the only wiſe God can 
ſoon bring them about when: len N 
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: Tur writer here referred to is the unknown 
author of a remarkable DissERTATION on 
the I zth and 14th verſes of the XIth chapter 
of the Revelation, or an enquiry into the 
true object of the ſecond woe. With probable 
reaſons for ſhewing that fe tenth part of the 
Cuy is deſcriptive of FrANnCEt; and that 
the Earthquake with whict it is threatened 
| intends a RevoLuTI1on in that kingdom.” 

This pamphlet was printed for John Bird, 


Black Fryars, without a date, but from a paſ- 


lage i in the cloſe of it was evidently written 
in 1747, which the author calls the cur- 
rent year.” 

1 The object of this tract was ay: to 
encourage the Engliſh. nation in a war with 
France, in hopes that it might be a means to 
effect the grand event which he deſcribes in 
the following ſtriking paſſages, which form 
the principal part of the pamphlet. 
J. Concerning the true object of the sE- 
'£OND Won. 

The ſecond woe appears to have a double 
ebjcQ ; namely, | 
1. The Roman papal empire at large. 


'#Þ 


By this means it involves all the wars affecting 


that empire, both in the eaſtern and weſtern 


parts of it, from the time that the Turks 

were let looſe upon it, about A. D. 1321, to 

the laſt overthrow given them by Prince Eu- 
G 
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gene, when he took Belgrade, A. D. 1717; 
completing their period of 396 years; the 
preciſe time for which they are ſaid to be 
looſed.—— 8 


n 2. The other remarkable object of the 
2 Wl ſecond woe, is exhibited to us under the cha- 
be rater of the tenth part of the City ; including 
+ the calamities which that branch of the pa- 
1, pal hierarchy is to ſuffer, as an introduction 
at do a general reformation in the church.— 


Here then the only inquiry is: What is 
the particular ſtate or kingdom pointed out 
to us by the tenth part of the city? - Authors 
are much divided in their ſentiments on this 
head. | Os 

„J apprehend thoſe only give a true ac- 
count of the matter, who interpret the tenth 
part of the city, of the kingdom of France. 


15 Not that the latter calamities of the ſecond 
to woe will only affect that particular Kingdom; 
in but allo all thoſe other kingdoms that have 
m] been for ſome time paſt, and that now are, 
and ſhall be, at war with them, in order to 
IE bring about the grand rfſue of this woe. And 
cherefore it involves all the calamities that 
Ble the houſe of Auſtria and her allies: have, or 
| may ſuffer, in the courſe of the preſent war, 
- un France is ab/olutely pulled down 04 + 
6 he reaſons why expoſitors have been 
5 thus puzzled and divided on the preſent ar- TY 
E gument. I apprehend, have been principally; 


theſe two. . 


Na 
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„ Firſt, The Ann in which this account 
| ſands: namely, between: the: ſixth and the 
ſeventh. trumpet : for being aſſured it cannot 


belong to the ſeventh trumpet, which com- 
prehends the third wee; they have naturally 


referred it to the events belonging to the 


ſixth trumpet, as ſummarily included in the 
tranſaQtions of the ſecond woe. In this gene- 
ral reference they have undoubtedly Lon 
right; but their miſtake, I imagine has been 
here: that they have not diſtinguiſhed be- 
tween the double object of the ſecond woe, or 
ſixth trumpet ; namely, its larger reference 
to the empire in general, and its. more re- 
_ Nrained application to ſome particular king 
dom in the empire. 
„ Secondly, That the difliculties in this 
point have been farther occaſioned (and I 
take this to have been the grand overſight,) 
that none ſo far as I have ſeen have attended 
to the connection ... between the'12th and 
13th verſes of this eleventh chapter, or be- 
tween the gſcenſion of the witneſſes, and the 
downfal of the tenth part of the city, appears 
to me from that remarkable preface, by 
 whick'the accounts of the 13th verſe are in- 
troduced, in theſe words, And the fame hour, 
&c. The queſtion upon this is, The ſame 
ae with what? Take the anſwer from the 
verſe: namely, ibe ſame hour with 
the gem of. the gra) fer. And that there 
is a mutual connection OS thoſe events, 


or that they reciprocally depend the one on 
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the other, is evident; becauſe the witneſſes 
cannot aſcend till the tenth part of the city is 
overthrown ; and the tenth part of the city is 
no ſooner overthrown, but the witneſſes do 
aſcend, The one is introductory to the 0 
ther. And though the aſcenſion of the wit- 
neſſes is here placed antecedent to the down- 
fal of the tenth part of the city, the obvious 
reaſon i is, becaule it is proper in point of me- 
thod, and, I believe, it is generally obſerved 
through this whole prophecy, to finiſh all that 
concerns any one branch of hiſtory (or to 
give the ſeveral parts making up any one 
whole ſcene) — Ao you proceed to another; 
notwithſtanding the accounts in the ſucceed- 


ing paragraph or verſe, may be neeeſſary to 


make way for the accompliſhment of what 


goes * — Thus here St. John, having a 


viſion of the witneſſes, finiſnes what relates 


to them, even to their a/cen/zon, before he en- 


ters upon the ſubverſion of the tenth part ef 
the city; though that event was neceſſary to 
introduce the other. But their mutual con- 


neQion and dependence, as was obſer ved a- 
bove, is ſufſicient to account for any difficu -- 
ty on this bead. When the one falls, the o- 
ther aſcends. Evident. from hence that 
the downfal of the tenth | part of the city is; fol- 


lowed. by a revolution in ecclgſiaſtical affairs, 
as well as civil. 


Now taking chis connection alon 


true key to the interpretation of this patt of 


ng with. 
us, I think I may venture to fay, we 1 — the 


the ſecond woe. For, as it has an immedi 
ate reference to the witneſſes, and is to iſſue 
in that event, which conſummates their hiſ- 
tory ; ſoit points us to the ſeat of their ſuffer-. 
ings, and therein to the 2 their glory: 
Providence ordering it ſo, that tohere they 
were flain, there alſo they ſhall aſcend. And 
that it is moſt-probable France is the part 
particularly deſigned for this tranſaction, 
will I hope, appearwith ſome evidence, when. 
I have given you HG 
II. Probable reaſons, that the tenth part 
of tbe city is deſcriptive of the kingdom of 
1. When the ed Roman empire was 
broken into fen kingdoms, by the inundations 
ol the Goths and Vandals, and other northern 
nations; France was the Ja of thoſe king- 
doms in ſucceſſion and eftabliſhment.—It 
roſe-after the nine, and ſo made up the com- 
plement of ten. It was properly the tenth in 
order of riſing, and as ſuch was the very 
kingdom which completed the papal, anti- 
chriſtian beaſt; I mean the /ecular beaſt, to 
which the papacy, or /econd' beaſt with 00 
horns,-owes its exiſtence and ſupport. / Hence 
it: is very obſervable, that the gold crown 
which Clovis, the firſt Chriſtian king of 
France, ſent to Rome, is ſtill called Le Regne 
the kingdom] as much as to ſay, that they. 
looked upon their kingdom; | that of the ſe-. 
cular antichriſtian beaſt]. as now completed, 
by this avowed acceſſion of France. 2 


* 
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"Ih 4 2. As the kingdom itſelf was the tenth, 
e' Win order of time or appearance ; ſo the name 
* of the firſt king of France that was Chriſtian, 
and therefore, that ſubmitted to the papal- 
£5 juriſdiction, includes in its numerical letters, 
* the number of the beaſt, 666; being, as the 
d ſcripture expreſsly ſays, the number of a man ; 
t which is ſo much the more remarkable, as that 
1 we herein obſerve, that the number of the 


n beaſt has a double reference; not only ſuggeſt- 
i ing its period or duration, but alſo its riſe. or 
* completion. — The name of this firſt Chriſtian 


ft king was CLoDov. us, which is only a cor- 

ruption of, or another, word for Lupovi- 
ac cus“. And therefore this is a grand clue for 
sche leading us both to the commencement of 
n the ſecular antichriſtian beaſt, which muſt be 
< ſome time in the reign of Clodovæus; and 
it alſo to the concluſion of the papal power in 


chis [the ſecular | branch of it: its period of 
| 1260 years, properly ſpeaking, expiring with | 
aà revolution in this kingdom. But of this 94 
hereafter. 1 
43. Another reaſon for the preſent appli- | - 
cation is, that France, more lately, in its ex- 5 
tent of dominion, not only anſwers to the tenth. 
part of the European ſhare of the old Roman 
empire, but it is alſo for influence and power, i 
ebe moſt wen of 1 the en King: » | 
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doms, who originally conſented to give their 
intereſt to the beaſt.— The French nation has 
been very formidable in itfelf, and always for- 
ward to enter into the ſervice of Rome: fierce 
and bloody perſecutors of the protęſtants; to in- 
ſtance only in the ſingle reign of their late 
king Lewis XIV. in whom that black charac- 
ter of Antichriſt was but too eminently verified, 
namely, that he /heul wear out the ſaints of 
the Me High.-— As France therefore, in the 
times of the od Roman empire was called 
The Province, by way of eminence; fo is ſhe' 
ſtill he tenth, on the ſame prineiple, the grand 
prop of the antichriſtian hierarchy. Again, 
4. The probability of the preſent interpre- 
tation appears, in that the war has ſome 
time paſt been on foot. Once more, 
e It deſerves our notice, that as France was: 


the laſt of the ten kingdoms, in which the ſecu- 


lar antichriſtian beaſt was completed; fo it is 
certain, it is now the only one that has not yet 
ſuffered a revolution: what I mean is, has ne- 
ver been conquered in ſuch manner, as that 
an abſolute change of government has ſucceeded. 

It is, however, undeniable, that it muſt be- 
come ſuch a conqueſt, before the papal anti- 
chriſt can be removed: becauſe the ſecular. 
power muſt be ſet aſide, before the eccleſiaſ- 
tical ean poſſibly fink. And it is very proba- 
ble, that Providence has fixed the period of the 


firſt, (that is, the ſecular beaſt) in this king- 


dom, by telling us, that the number of the beaſt. 
is the number of a man; meaning, I ſuppoſe, a: 


ir 
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number contained in the name of a man. Io 
intimate, I conceive, (beſides what regards it 
_ original ;)) that the ſecular beaſt is to meet its 
period in the downfal of this kingdom ; and that 


at a time when one of the Lewis's ſhall fit on 
the throne. 7 Es 2 
The efeds attending the accompliſhment 
of this prophecy, is a farther indication, that 
the kingdom of France is immediately deſign- 
ed by. the tenth part of the city. Now the 
principal effects, or ſuch as we are directly 
furniſhed with from the text, are three; of 
« The firſt, as was intimated above, is al- 
ready begun, being a means leading to the 


completion of this prophecy, the /laughter of 


men of note; yet more fully to be accompliſh- 
ed 4 giving the finiſhing blow to this great 
Work - HEE] | 
The next remarkable effect is @ revolution 
in religious principles, as well as ſecular inter- 
eſt. The text expreſsly tells us (as has like- 
wiſe been obſerved) that the remnant were af. 
frighted, and gave glory to the God of heaven, 
By the remnant we are undoubtedly to un- 
derſtand thoſe who ſhall not be cut off in the 
 downfal of tbe tenth part of the city, by the 
preceding war. And by their being affrighted, 
&c. we are evidently to conclude, that 'they 


become converts to pure and primitive chriſti- 


anity.— But it will be ſaid, where is there 
proof, that this is an event applicable to a 
remnant in the French nation? I anſwer, the 
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evidence ſor it is this becauſe all the other 


antichriſtian ſtates but France, have their par- 
ticular judgments aſſigned them in a ſucceed- 
ing chapter, viz. the xvth to take place under 
the effects of the third woe. Thoſe therefore, 
notwithſtanding the effects brought about by 
the ſecond woe ſtill continue papal in religion 
and government; while the remnant here be- 
come iruly Chriſtian, coaleſce with the f 
witneſſes, in their remains, and join with them 
in their triumphs, now nene . 1 
which leads me to, 

„The laßt effect, namely, the ene of the 
- evitneſſes; that is, the deliverance of the Wal- 
denſes and Albigenfes, in their remains [to be 
_ conſidered, nevertheleſs, not merely as the 
| repreſentatives of the two antient, original 


witneſſes; but alſo by virtue of their defcent 


and profeſſion, as actually the prefent two wit- 
nefles againſt the papal corruption, yet in a 
wilderneſs ſtate :' the deliverance of theſe, the 
remains and ſucceſſors of the ancient Wal- 
denſes and Albigenſes] from the obſcurity 
and diſtreſs they are now in, with reſpect to 
religious matters; and giving them an oppor- 
tunity of making a public proſeſſion of the 
pure Chriſtian faith, for which they have 
now ſo long ſuffered from the French and 
their adherents, an opportunity to make this 
profeſſion openly and boldly in the kingdom of 
France itſelf, the very ſeat of their moſt eruel 
ſufferings and [political] death. With this 
additional circumſtance to their glory, 1 the 
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mortification of their former enemies, that 
they ſhall do it, in the ſight of ſuch other Ro- 
man catholic ſtates, as yet remain unconvert- 
ed And their enemies beheld them. 

There are expoſitors who are right as to 
the true interpretation of the witneſſes them- 
ſelves, namely, that they intend the Waldenſes 


and Albigenſes, whoſe original riſe and ſeat, 


we are very certain was France; but then in 
the application of the events concerning theſe 
witnetles, ſuch particularly as their gſcenſion, 
they very unhappily go off from the point, 
and Teier that to Chriſtianity in general, which 
the text abſolutely reſtrains to theſe particular 
witneſſes. But while we keep here, the eckt 
themſelves fix the ſeat of the calamities intend- 
ed by the ſecond. woe, immediately to France. 
Others at war with them, to bring about this 
happy revolution, as has been ſaid - above, 
mult, for the time, likewiſe ſuffer with them; 
but thoſe only occaſionally and collaterally ; 
the immediate ſeat of action appears to be 
France: and that for the reaſon now before 
us, namely, becauſe as the original of thoſe. 
Witneſſes was FRANCE, as it was Here, that 
they bore their 47/2 teſtimony againſt the pa- 
pal corruption: and again, as it was here in 
the remains of both churches, that they prin- 
cipally ſuffered ; here, that they have prophe- 


fied in ſackcloth, and laid concealed in a wil- - 


derneſs condition; and finally, as it was here 
and in the Vallies Cof PizDMoNT] that they 
were killed, and here that they roſe again. As 
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France, either at fr or laſt, either imme- 
diiately, or by her aol, has been ever remark- 
ably concerned in all the afflictions and perſe- 
cutions, relative to theſe two Witneſſes: ſo it 
ſeems highly probable to conclude, that it 
ſhall be likewiſe here, that theſe ſame Witneſ- 
es ſhall aſcend ; and that they are to aſcend 
by, or upon the overthow of thoſe very ene- 
mies from whom they have principally ſuffer- | 
ed: Providence, by this method, coming mh 
heme to the perſecutors, and revenging the 
guarrel of his faithful Witneſſes on the Mei. 
SM I have yet to ſubjoin, 

. (Tho! it was covertly hinted at above,) 
that 2 farther reaſon for the preſent applica- 
tion of the tenth part of the city to the king- 

dom of France, is That unleſs ſuch applica- 
tion be admitted, we ſhall in vain. ſeek for the 
execution of any particular judgment on that 

art of the ſecular antichriſtian beaſt through 

4 the whole Revelation; which is an omiſſion 
not only not to be accounted for, but, indeed, 
not to be ſuppoſed.— FRANCE has been always 
à⁊ remarkable limb, and notorious ſupport of 
tte papal idolatry, and therefore muſt needs 
claim her ſhare in the plagues reſerved for that 
Hierarchy ; nothing however of this kind will 
be found to occur, unleſs the deſtruction here 
threatened on the tenth part of the ei, be the 
thing ſought for. 
_ * Laſtly, the preſent interpretation farther 

bids fair for the truth, foraſmuch as the fall 
of Antichriſt himſelf (the Weltern or papal 
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ene and therefore moſt of, if not all, the 


| Hang events belonging to the ſeventh trumpet, 

to depend on he ſubver/ron of the tenth 
FRANCE, as has been ob- 
ſerved, is now the moſt powerful of all the 
catholic ſtates, and therefore 'it 1s not at all 
probable that the papacy ſhould fall, till 7hat 
be taken out of the way. The very introduc- 
tion of the vials ſeems to depend on this e- 


vent... . This, as I take it, is the reaſon, 


why the account of her ruin is inſerted in - 
this particular place; that is to ſay, between 
the ſixth and ſeventh trumpets; ſeeming one 
while to belong to the ſixth, by being men- 
tioned under the ſixth trumpet, and at ano- 
ther to belong to the ſeventh, by being _ 
tioned after the aſcenſion of the witneſſes : 
intimate, in ſhort, as appears to me, that it is 
the grand event between both ; cloſing what 
— the ſecond woe under the fixth trum- 
pet, and bringing on what belongs to the 
third, under the ſeventh. 
„III. Of the EARTHQUAKE, hk to by 
underſtood, and what its effects. 
Having thus fixed the object of the ſe · 
cond woe, in its latter branch, and made it 
probable, at leaſt, that Frances is more im- 
mediately the kin gdom, which is to ſuffer by 


the earthquake — ſpoken of. This leads 


directly to inquire into the meaning of that 
expreſſion; or what we are to underſtand by 
the term earthquake, in the prophetic ſtyle. 
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* 1, Now we learn by former accounts in 
this book where the fame expreſſion is uſed, 
that it intends remarkable commotions in a 
ſtate or kingdom; and ſuch as are attended 
with a revolution in the body politic, or form of 


government. Thus particularly, with reſpect 


to the ſith ſeal which brought on the revolu- 
tion in — Roman empire, under Conſtan- 


tine the great; the deſcription opens with 
this character: and lo, there was à great 


earthquake. So by the like term in this place, 
as it affects the tenth part of the city, we are 


doubtleſs to underſtand ſuch wars and com- 


motions in the kingdom of France (allow- 
ing the premiſes juſt) as will, at laſt, iſſue in 
the diſſolution of the preſent form of govern- 
ment and the introduction of a NEW SYSTEM, 
both in civil and eccleſi aftical wur, n 
that dominion. 

„%, Not that I apprehend this is the 


' whole intended by the preſent term. For as 


reference is here had to he witneſſes, and it is 
by this event, that way is to be made for their 


aſcenſion; as there is in the text, a ſingular 


agreement between the vowRR, exerciſed by 
the molt eminent of the prophets under the 
Old Teſtament diſpenſation and theſe #400 


witneſſes under the New: and laſtly, as the 
ſame extraordinary effects are attributed to 
this power, lodged with the preſent witneſſes, 


with what were produced by thoſe prophets, 
and turned upon their enemies: [ect dig 
with deſtruction to every ſecular power, that 
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attempts the extirpation of the witneſſes.] So 
it is not improbable, but that this earthquake 
may likewiſe include ſuch remarkable occur- 
rences in nature, preparatory to their laſt ge- 
neral deliverance, as that the fars in their 
courſes may again be made to fight againſt 
their enemies 

This conſtruction of the word earthquake 
| as I ſaid above, is founded chiefly on the ex- 
I traordinary influence or power aſſigned the 
witneſſes in the eleventh ehapter: nothing of 
which has yet been obſerved to turn up in 
their hiſtory, that I know of ; and therefore 
is moſt probably reſerved for the times me this 
GRAND REVOLUTION. 
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No. 4 D R. GILL, 1748. 

A vERY eminent and learned diſſenting 
miniſter among the Baptiſt denomination, 
particularly diltinguiſhec by his rabinical 
learning. 

I be following extract is taken from his My 
laborate expoſition, in 

« Rev. XI, 13. And the ſame hour was 

there a great "earthquake [ or the ſame day, as 
the Complutenſian edition, and ſome copies, 
read ] that is, at the time of the reſurrection and 
aſcenſion of the witneſſes, as there was at the 
reſurrection of Chriſt; and is to be underitood 


of a very great commotion in the civil affairs 
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of kingdoms and nations within the Roman 


juriſdiction, as there was when Rome Pagan 


was near its ruin, chapter vi. 12. And the 


. tenth part of the city fell... By the city is 
meant the city of Rome the great city men- 


tioned in verſe 8. And by the tenth part of 


it may be defigned, either Rome itfelf, which. 
as it now is, according to the obſervation of 


fome, is but a tenth part of what it was once; 
fo that the ſame thing is meant as when it is 
ſaid, © Babylon is fallen, is fallen:“ or, it 
may deſign the tithes and profits which ariſe 
from the ſeveral kingdoms belonging to the 
juriſdiction and ſee of Rome, which now wilt 
fall off from thoſe who uſed to ſhare 
them, upon this new and ſpiritual ſtate of 
things, the goſpel daily gaining ground, and 
enlightening the minds of men, and freeing 
them from the flavery they were held in: or 
. - rather, one of the ten kingdoms into 
Which the Roman weſtern empire was divid- 
ed. Dr. Cooderin ſeems inclined to think, 
that Great Britain is intended, which havi 


been gained over to the popiſh party will now 
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fall off again: but J rather think the king- 


dom of Fzaxce is meant, the laſt of the ten 
kingdoms, which roſe up out of the ruins of 
the Roman empire, which will be conquer- 


f el, and which will be the means of its refor- 


mation from popery. 


; « Au in ths car thquake were e /lain of men 


even bei and. 
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„The meaning is that in the commotions, 
maſſacres, tumults, and wars which will be 
throughout the empire ſuch a number of 
men will be ſlain; which is either put for a 
greater number, a certain for an uncertain: 
(as in Rom. xi. 4. and perhaps in referencè to 
the account there) otherwiſe ſeven thouſand 
is but a ſmall number to be ſlain in battle; 
or as it is in the original text, ** the NAMES 
of MEN yo now tit is obſerved by ſome, 
that the ſmalleſt name of number belonging 
to men is a centurion, or captain of an hun- 
dred men; and ſuppoſing that to be meant, 
then ſeven thouſand names of men will imply 
that in an hour, or a fortnight's time, may 
be flain throughout all Europe in battles and 
maſſacres about 700,000 men which is a ve- 
ry large number: or NAMES of men may ſig- 
nity men , name, of great. renown (as in 
Numbers xvi. 2.) and then if ſeven thouſand 
men of name, officers in armies ſhould be 
ſlain, how great mult be the number of the 
common ſoldiers ? Some have thought that 
BCCLESIASTICAL DIGNITIES, or men diſtin- 
guiſhed by Names and TITLES, fuch as car- 
dinals, archbiſhops, biſhops, prieſts, and the 
whole rabble of the antichriſtian hierarchy, 
which will now fall and be utterly demoliſh- 
ed, are intended.“ 0 
The following paſſages are taken — * a 
* remarkable sERMON by Dr. Gill, on the 
ö watchman's anſwer to the e queſtion, what of 
the e n 1 1 1 
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If it ſhould be aſked, What time it is 
with us now ? where-about we are? and 


Vhat is yet to come of this night? As a faith- 
ful watchman, Pl! give you 2 beſt account 


I can; I take it, we are in the Sardian church- 
ſtate, in the latter part of it, which brought 
on the reformation, and repreſents that; we 
are in the decline of that ſtate: and there are 


many things ſaid of that church which agree 


with us; as that we have a name, that we 


live, and are dead; & C.. it is a fort of a 
twilight with us, between clear and dark, be- 
tween day and night. As to What of the 


night is yet to come, or what will befal the 


churches, and will bring on the diſmal night 


before us; they are the ſlaying of the wit- 
neſſes, and the univerſal ſpread of popery all 


over Chriſtendom ; and the latter is the ns 


voidable conſequence of the former. 


The /aying of the witneſſes, which I un- 
derſtand not ſo much in a literal ſenſe, or of 
1 corporal death; though there may be ma- 


ny flain in this ſenſe when it will be; but in 
a civil ſenſe, with reſpect to their miniſtry, 
being ſilenced by their enemies, and neglect· 
ed by their friends; this is an affair that is 
not yet over :.. the witneſſes have not yet . 
niſbed their teſtimony; they are ſtill propheſy- 


ing, though in /ackcloth, or under ſome diſ- 


couragements; whereas it will be when they 


have finiſhed their b ee and at the cloſe 


of the 1260 days, or years of antichriſt's 


reign, that wad will be killed.... the ruin of 
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antichriſt will immediately follow the riſing 
and aſcenſion of theſe witneſſes; for at the 
ſame hour that they ſhall aſcend, wilt be a 
great earthquake, or a KEVOLUTION in the 
papal ſtate; and the tenth part of the city, or 
of the Romiſd juriſdiction, ſhall fall; that is, 
one of its ten horns, kings or kingdoms be- 
longing to it, and perhaps the kingdom of 
France is meant, and ſeven thouſand men of 
name will be lain, and the reſt be affrighted, 
and give glory to God ; nothing. of Which 
has yet been done. From all of which it may - 
be concluded, that the ſlaying of the witneſſes 
is yet to come, and will make the diſmal part 
of that night we are entering into, and which 
will be accompanied with a uniyerfal ſpread 
of popery: . . but her Plagnes ſhall come in 
one day, death, and mourning, and famine, and 
foe ſhall be utterly burnt with fire. ., Before the 
utter deſtruction of antichriſt, he ſhall goforth 
again with great fury. lo defray, and. utterly to 
make away many yea, he Hall plant the ta- 
bernacles of his palace between the 7. 75 in the 

rious' holy mountain, or tbe mountain of de- 
light, of holineſs ; and what place is there in 
all the globe, to which this deſcription ſo. 
welt anſwers as Great Britain? this will be 
done before, and hut a little before his ruin; 
for it follows, yet he ſhall come. to bis end, and 
none ſhall belp bim.” 

% Now, in all that I ide fait upon the 
whole, Ido not pretend to any extraordinary 
impulſe from God, or to any prophet ſpirit, 
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the introduction of a New SYSTEM, | 
popery and tyranny, but friendly to the li- 
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but I ground all upon the word of God; and 


if what I have ſaid does not appear from 
thence, and upon the face of things in pro- 


vidence, I have no pretenſions to any thing 


elſe to ſupport my opinion with, and as ſuch 
* I aces it.“ 


| REMARKS on THE PRECEDING EXTRACTS, 


Oos obſervations. are denne by way of 


RECOLLECTION, REFLECTION and 136PROV Eo 
MENT of the ſubject. | 
I. By way of aſſiſting the xeader's RECOL= 
.ECTION, we obſerve, 


1, That theſe writers, on the authority of | 


certain paſſages of ſcripture, predict a grand 
and important REVOLUTION IN FRANCE——A 
change both of the eccleia/tical and civilpolity ; 


tal to 


ber y peace, and happineſs of mankind. 8+ 
They foretel that this revolution ſhall 


na effected not in the ordinary courſe of 


bur a nor by the miniſtry of the goſpel 
a peculiar diſpenſation of heaven—by- 


4 ſudden convulſion, compared to an sax TH-. 
QUAKE ; yet not (in the firſt inſtance at leaſt) 


attended with any great effuſion of blood; 


but the chief deſtruction ſhall be of NAMES, 
titles, ecelghaſtical dignities, privileged orders, 


&c. attended with great bumiliatien (at leaft) 
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even of Monarchy itſelt—and that this event 
ſhould be introductory to a period in which 

religion and grein: ſhould be reduced 
to a degree of primitive ſimplicity—in which 
the pride of courts, the ambition of conquer- 
ors, and the deceits and uſurpation of Ow 
aſtical tyrants ſhall have no place. 

3. They add, That the ecclefaftical trea- 
ures ſhall be diverted into a new channel 
— That the French. nation ſhall break with 
Rome; not at once, but by degrees—and thus 
a door be gradually opened for the propaga- 
tion of the goſpel in France and other parts of: 

Europe. 

4. Theſe writers circumſcribe a period "a 
theſe great events—between 1785 and 1795, 
lays Furieu—between 1790 and 1794, ſays 
Fleming—Our Anonymus writer, and ſeveral 
of the others ſay, in the reign of a Lewis—and 
Love ſays, Babylon (or popery) ſhall fall (or 
begin to fall) in 1790. 

5. Beſide the events which immediately re- 
late to France, ſome of the above mention a 


particular mortification of the houſe of Au. 
trig—Others (as Uſher and Gill) ſpeak of the 


ſlaying and reſurrection of the witneſſes in a 
manner not yet accompliſhed. —Our firſt ex- 


tract taken from Archbiſhop Brown, reſpect- 
ing the Jeſuitt, has been literally fulfilled. 


— The curſe of John Knox on the French king 


has been moſt awfully accompliſhed i in the fate 


of * wanper Lewis XVI. in the * gene. 


* 


ration from the tyrant, falſely ſurnamed, the 
Great. 

II. We now proceed to * few REFLEC- 
rioxs on theſe extraordinary paſſages. 

And, 1. It muſt be conbeled that many of 
theſe conjeQures, particularly reſpecting 
France, have been remarkably verified in the 
late revolutions of that kingdom; both as to 
facts and dates. The circumſtances are too 
notorious to need particularizing: I will only 
obſerve that whatever may be thought of the 
recent conduct of the French (and I am not 
their apologiſt) it will generally be admitted 
that many of the principles on which the new 
conſtitutions have been erected, are not only 
novel and unprecedented, but in other reſ- 
pects ſtrongly correſpond with the characters 
above given. 

14, = mutt be admitted that all theſe. good 
men have been more or leſs miſtaken in 0 | 
ral events and circumſtances of an inferior im- 
portance; and ſome of them in the periods 
they fixed for their fulfilment. Moſt of them 

have ſpoken only by way of conjecture, and 
made no pretenſions to a ſpirit of prophecy. 
Jurieu, indeed, in the main of his predictions, 
believed himſelf under a ſuperior guidance; 
and thoſe very predictions have been wonder- 
fully accompliſhed. It may be objected, that 
he, with ſome of the others, was unhappily 
miſtaken as to the French revolution produ- 
eing little or no bloodihed : but it ſhould be 
obſerved that i in the firſt inſtance this was 


wonderfully true. It was the interference of 
foreign powers afterward, and the violence of 
domeſtic parties, which produced the horrid 
ſlaughter which ſucceeded; .and which offers 
another awful fulfilment of the prophecy, by 
deſtroying a prodigious number of men of name, 
title, fame and qualit . 

3. It is not impoſſible, however, that ſome of 
the above conjectures, not hitherto fulfilled 
may yet be 55 in a manner as remarkable as 
any of the others. I will venture in one in- 
flance to point out the poſlibility of this. 
Great and wonderful are the events now 
tranſacting on the theatre of Europe; and 
what will be the iſſue, it may be both vain and 
preſumptuous to conjecture. But ſhould the 
combined powers ſucceed in the reftoration of 
Monarchy on a conſtitution ſimilar to that of 
1789 and 1790, we may ſee, as Jurieu conjec- 

| tured, the French Monarchy raiſed again from 
by.” its late humiliation, to new and unprecedented 
s | glory,—Or, ſhould the republic acquire a 
n | peaceable eſtabliſhment, if not the monarchy, 
a. yet the nation may obtain that dignity, which, 

. perhaps, may equally comport with ſacred 
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5 Some have indeed expreſſed a fear leaſt the 
* ancient tyranny (eccleſiaſtical as well as civil) 
t ſhould gain a re-eſtabliſhment in France the 
y dormant ſpirit of perſecution be: revived, and 
- that general and dreadful {laughter of the 
e witneſſes follow, which was long ſince expect- 


Ot od by 4 and hare hes recently by Dr. Gill. 
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I be Lord avert from us ſuch a 8 
But, even in this caſe, we have the conſolation 


to be ſatisfied, both from prophecy and from 
circumſtances, that ſuch a triumph muſt be 
very tranſient, and immediately introduce a 
better ſtate of things than the world has yet 
experienced. A permanent tyranny in France 
can hardly be expected by thoſe who wiſh to 
exerciſe it; and by others I hope not deſired. 

4. It may be enquired in what light are we 


to der theſe extraQts /—Certainly not as, 


a new revelation, and not merely, I conceive, 
as happy gueſſes. But as rational conjectures 
on the ſcripture prophecies, which form a pow- 


erful argument in favor of divine revelation. 


For unleſs the reader conſider all theſe as ran- 
dom gueſſes, or admit them as new - revela- 
tions, either of which I ſuppoſe few will do, it 
mult follow, that they are juſt explications of 
exiſting . prophecies; and conſequently, that 
thoſe prophecies have been accompliſhed. Now 
the accompliſhment of prophecy is the proper 
evidence of its inſpiration ; and in this view 


we have acquired from the events of our own' 


times, an additional and ſtriking evideyes of 
the truth of holy ſcripture. 
5. I ſhall only add a remark that may be of 


fowe uſe in appreciating the value of theſe 


authors—They are not all equally originals ; 
Dr. Goodwin, and Monf. Juricu, ſeem to have 
been moſt eminently ſo: But it is highly 
probable that Mr. Fleming had ſeen both theſe 
authors; and Dr. G%¼, and perhaps the 
Anonymous writer, all che three. This is not 
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meant to depreciate the latter writers; but to 


aſſiſt the reader in forming a comparative eſti- 


mate of the extracts. 

III. We ſhall now beg leave to attempt ſome 
practical i improvement of the ſubjeQ, by re- 
marking the conduct of Divine Providence, 
in the events above alluded to. 

When the ProphetZzekiel (chap i. J enter= 
ed on his miſſion he was, for his inſtruction 
and encouragement favoured with one of the 
ſublimeſt viſions that can be conceived; in 
which are many particulars which perplex the 
ableſt commentators; but the general deſign 

zrs to be, that the whole was intended to 
exhibit, in the roheelt, an idea of the machinery 
of Divine Providence; and by the cherubim, 
the agency by which it is conducted. In this 
view, the following hints I hope will not be 
thought impertinent, though not offered as a 
complete explanation of the viſion. 4 
I. In this ſcenery we may obſerve the mag- 
nificence of Providence. Not to advert to 
the flaming cherubim or ſapphire- coloured 
throne, how magnificent the machine! itſelf! 
The rings were ſo high, ſaith the prophet, that 
they were dreadful to behold; their colour was 
like the beryl, (i. e.) a beautiful ſex” green, 
and they were full of eyes round about. The 
8 eircumference of the wheels, repre« 
ents the comprehenſiveneſs of Providence, 
the magnitude of its objects, and the grandeur 
of its movements; but the eyer ſuggelt and 
an in mme a 
2. The wiſdon of Fe Chance: is 


feraightiforward, no iabſtacle could c 
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properly repreſented blind, but Providence is is 
full of eyes. It is alſo ſaid, that the ſpirit of 


the living creatures, or the ſame ſpirit that ac- 


tuates them, reſideth in the wheels, and direct- 
eth all their motions ;- and while worldly men 
rely on the ſagacity of their ſtateſmen, or the 
prudence of their generals, he fruſtrates the 


counſels of an Ahitophel, and taketh the wiſe 


in their own craftine/s.—But this rcumiſtants 


ay! intimate alfo, 


3. Theharmony of Pavletdeon5+-thvrr fins 


ſpirit reſideth both n the living creatures and 
in the Wheels, and thus directs the whole ma- | 


chinery, and ſecures the moſt perfett har 
in all its movements wm the living crea» 
tures went, the wheels: went by them; and 


when the living creatures were ſifted up from 
the eartli, the: wheels were lifted up. —Whi- 


therſdever the ſpirit was to go, they went. 
4. The irreſi/tibility of Providence is ſtrong- 
I implied both inf the magnitude of the 


wheels, which were terrible to behold; and in 
the power by which they were directed the 
ſpirit that was in them. — * 


their courſe j they turned not as they „0 
power could 8 their motion for they, 


a well as the living creatures, ran and re- 


wrned, as the appearance of a flaſh-:of + light- 


r cn niet 


S. This machinery repreſents the myſteriouſ- 
1g. Of divine Providenee—itwas as fit were | 
a wheel within a wheel. e. ſeverali rings in- 


volved one * * the circles — an 


1 ˙ on. a. 


PPV 


Err 


I 


Q@- 


8 


ne 


— 
* 


8 N 


A. 


armillary ſphere: ſo complicated are the 
movements of Providence. We behold in- 
deed the revolutions of the machine, but know 
nothing of the mechaniſm (ſo to ſpeak) with- 
in. Hence are we often deceived in calcula- 
ting events and conſequences, by our own 
fagacity. But prophecy is like the index of 
the clock; by its neceſſary connection with 
the internal movements. by its being dictated 
by the ſpirit that reſideth in the 3 be- 


comes, as far as we are enabled to underſtand 


it, a certain guide to our conjectures. But 
without this how vain and uncertain are all 
political ſpeculations! When the Duke of 
Brunſwick marched with the flower of his ar- 
my into the heart of France - When the ar- 
mies of the republic ſpread their victories thro? 
all the ſurrounding countries —or, when on a 
ſudden turn of affairs, Dumourier declared for 


monarchy, and marched back to France with 


2 view to effect a counter revolution what 


power ſeemed able to withſtand them None; 
but * of the | 


2 „ „„ Hand unſcen 
4 Which guides and turns the great . 


* in perfect coincidence with the — 
of the prophet, who obſerved that every living 
creature had the hand as of a man ovnceatee, 
beneath his wings. 

Once more, 6. When Ezekiel had a repe- 
tition of the viſion (ch. x. 13.) a voice, I ſup- 
Pole from the celeſtial mne, nen to 

29 e 3 
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the machine not. O wheel,” as in our ; tranſ- 
lation, being quite a different word from that 


rendered wheel in the context—but rather 


— REVOLUTION*.” —As if to inform us 
that the proper deſign and tendency of the 
wheels, 1 is to effect REVOLUTIONS as well in 
nations and communities; as in the affairs of 
families and individuals. The world ſubſiſts 
by revolutions. Good men, indeed; ſhould be 
cautious of promoting ſuch as are needleſs; 
and may tremble at the moſt neceſſary: but 
if the voice from heaven cry, REVOLU= 
TION!” in vain would all the powers upon 
earth attempt to arreſt the motions of theſe 
wheels. They ſhall go round till every ſacred 
prediction is *accomplithed ; till the laſt e- 
vent in the n of Providence | is brou ght to 

als. | 
g It is certain that the nubert of the French 


wetalution had' nothing lefs in. view than the 


accompliſhment of prophecy; yet had this 
been their only defign they could not have 
done it more effectually. It is the Lord's 
uſual method to effect his purpoſes by unde- 
ſigning, and even refractory agents. He dath 
<ohatſcever pleaſeth him, not only in the ar- 
mics of heaven; bu e e the inhabitants 
{thefearth., in ho iT 
It is indeed Locking: to think of the pre- 
1 2 ſlaughter amongſt confliẽting powers and 
parties z; but prophecy holds, out this conſo- 
Wtion, that when the Judgment: woritien ſhall 
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be accompliſhed; and the preſent convulſions 


ſubſide be remmant ſhall give glory io the 
God of heaven — hall eee his hand in 


all their ſufferings; and, I hope, recerve- his 
golpel 1 in all its purity and gte . we 
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Tur: ame obſervations of certain pi 


deus divines which have juſt. been offered to 


the public, muſt ſtrike every reader with con- 
ſiderable emotion, who candidly compares 


them with the events that have recently taken 


place in France. Though the writers, very 
judictouſly diſclaim a Spirit of prophecy yet 
it muſt be allowed, that they poſſeſſed a con- 
ſiderable portion of the Spirit of illumination, 
with regard to the predictions already deliver - 


ed to the Church and recorded in the ſacred 


Scriptures. It is evident; that theſe obſerva-- 
tions of theirs are eſſentially diſtinguiſhable, 
from the Conjectures of a politician, ſuch. as. 
Lord Cheſterfield, upon the probable; effects 
ok meaſures and principles which exiſt at 
the time of ſuch conjectures, and which natu- 
rally tend to foreſeen revolutions. Theſe ex- 


poſitors of the Apocalypſe, have agreed pret- 


ty generally in referring certain prophetical. 
parts of that book to circumſtances relating 
to France in the preſent age which had no 


mn 


from it: exiſting. ltuation,, when, 
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they wrote and Publiſhed, their obſervations. 


It is therefore a conſiderable, collateral evi- 
dence of the truth of divine Revelation; and 


will ſerve to ſtrengthen the Faith and confirm 


the hopes of real Chriſtians, in the preſent 
eventful period. 


With reſpect to the real benefits about to 
reſult to the world from the Revolution in 


France, men differ in their opinion, accor- 
ding to their political views, and perhaps, al- 
* as much, according to their religious 
ſentiments. 

It is in vain however that Infidelity, under 


the maſk of pretended philofophy, expects to 


ſee the utter extirpation of Religion and eſ- 


pecially of Chriſtianity take place. He that ſit- 


teth in the heavens ſhall laugh; The Lord ſhall 


hold his enemies in deriſion; ſhall blaſt their 


counſels, and diſconcert their meafures. He 
may indeed permit unprincipled Infidels, to 
overturn the monſtrous fabric of ſuperſtition. 
They are, perhaps, the fitteſt inſtruments to 
accompliſh a work which would neceflarily 
ſeem to require, the moſt violent exertions, an 
utter diſregard to the feelings of humanity, 

and àn unreſtrained exerciſe of blind paſſion 
for a time. The'true Chriſtian, would be ut- 
terly unqualified for deeds of this fort and for 
being the vengeful vindicator of a nation's 
wrongs. The Infidel hath been, therefore, 


_ uſed as the Executioner of that wrath which 
is pouted out upon F abominably fuper- 


ſtitious and cotrüpt roya Ys Nobili, Cler- 
gy; and eh Peace, By an extraordi« 
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It is certaialy impoſſible, that human ſociety can ſub- 


Appendix. 3 81 
nary revolution of ſentiment the multitude 
who had long groaned under the impoſitions 


of a deſpotic eſtabliſnment; and whoſe feel- 


ings revolted at the depraved manners of a 
diſſolute- and Deiſtical Prieſt-hood, rofe with 
fury and diſcarded their tyrants. At the firſt 
dawn of opportunity, conducted or at leaſt 
rouſed by the Atheiſtical diſciples of Helye- 
tius, they have furioully overturned the prin- 
eiples of bigotry and ſuperſtition. They have 


thus avenged the blood which has cried for 


vengeance through ſo many centuries, and the 
Maſſacres of the League and of St. Bartholo- 
mewẽ's eve are puniſhed by the moſt horrid 
Maſſacres in the preſent Century, upon thoſe 
who not only ſucceeded to the power, but the 
principles of the former Tyrants and Prieſts. 
it though this, has given a momentary im- 
pulſe to the public mind, unfavourable to 
true religion and the obſervance of its inſtitu» 


tions; and a momentary triumph to thoſe who: 


fions and cerruptions; yer men will be again 
reduced ie the covitront of the principleswhich 
God has ingrafted into their Conſtitution.“ 
He that armed a few plain and unlettered 


. ſenſe of deity; the duty not only of worſhip, 
but of ſocial worſhip ; the neceſſity of ſome atonement for 


fin; the belief of providence; the rewards and puniſh- 


ments of à fotute ſtate of exiſtence, are principles that all 


men, almoſt, entertain; and which are obſcured only by 
ne ae 50? PORE» ©/ MOIe OE : ; . 
extenargimary £000 of ett, Meg peeubiar prey; 


for a time. 
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men at firſt; with divine power to ſubdue. the 


revolting ſpirit ofthe world to the humble ſpirit 
of the Goſpel : and enabled them without invi- 
dious and deceptive art or fictitious ornament, 
or military parade and power, ſuccesfully to 
2 the inveterate eſtabliſhments of Greece 
and Rome; he that raiſed up Luther and 
Calvin to emancipate halt Europe from the 


ſiſt, or virtue and patriotiſm be cheriſhed in any per- 
manent order of things, on the principles of atheiſm, or 
the mortal deiſts. If there be no God, the “only in- 
flinct proper for us is that of brutes, and virtue is but a 
chimera If the ſoul be mortal, then ſays Madame Sil-- 


lery, make haſte and taſte of every pleaſure, thou art 


going to be annihilated: forever: thou wert not born to 
combat thy paſſions, thou wert only made to give way to 
defires: there is but one real evil, pain; but one real 
good, pleaſure. If the ſoul be mortal, ſays the Abbe 
Gauchat, vol. 1, all the ties of ſociety are brokev, be- 
cauſe man has no more relation to others than perſonal 
iutereſt dictates. Being a member of a fugitive ſociety, 
I have but ſlender connections with it, of which, I my- 
ſelf, am the ſole object. If theſe donnections be trou- 
bleſome I can ſhake them off, no authority has a right 
to reſtrain me. In vain. ſhall. the public good be held 
Gut to me; or the titles of huſband, wife, parent, child. 
magiſtrate, country, be diſplayed. They mean nothing, 
The univerſe cannot eftabliſh duties; they eſſentially 
ſuppoſe order and the will of God. - Materialiſm can ne- 
ver prove that it is one's duty to ſerve our country, or 
love others. Probity is nothing when the principle that 
creates it is overturned. , Crimes of whatever nature. 
they may be, are fictitious things ; ſports of - matter, le- 
gitimate propenſities of nature, rights of each member 


of ſociety. A mortal ſoul can owe nothing to patrio- 
tiſm. Its ſhort exiſtence followed by annihilation, au- 


is not, therefore, hypocriſy and guilt, but prudence and 
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chains and darkneſs of popery; will revive 


the pure Spirit of religion in France. Let 
the Infidels therefore ſtand aghaſt when they 
recollect theſe acts of divine government as a 
prelude to the tranſient duration of their tri- 
umph, and to the final victory of Chriſtianity 
over them. Let them know, that though 
they have thought of nothing leſs, they are 


made the inſtruments of promoting the di- 


vine purpoſes; and that as they have over- 


turned ſuperſtition, their fanatical philoſophy | 


hall be baniſhed in due time by the light of 
the Goſpel. The revolution in France 
will probably remove the main obſtacles 
to the prevalence of genuine Chriſtianity 
throughout Europe. It is therefore, per- 
haps, one of thoſe awful convulſions of na- 
ture, which the Creator ſees fit to uſe, as the 
puriſiers of the ſyſtem which as it is made of 


wiſdom to bury in- ſilence, injuſtice, luſt, and murder. : 


A crime becomes a ſucceſs, a title of glory; an equal 
zight in every profligate : nothing can be ſecure from 
thoſe in whom power, opportunity, and rage are united.“ 


Many of the preteuded philoſophers of Europe, like 


D'Alembert, Helvetius, and the late king of Pruſſia, 
have avowed the ſhocking tenets which Gauchat refutes. 
It is ſaid to be a favourite ſyſtem, alſo at preſent, with 
many of the French leaders. If fo, the very neceſſities 
of ſociety will urge the people, after a time, to revolt 
from ſuch odious principles, and recur, with ardent de- 
fire, to the acknowledgement and worſhip of God. Ef- 

ecially when we add, that the Deity will not totally 
7 5 the world to the power of ſatan, but will recover 
the human mind from his tyranny, and reduce multitudes 
to the croſs of Chriſt, in the latter ages of glory, to his 
church which we begin now to expect according to his 
p romiſe. | | 
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finite. materials, tend to weakneſs and derange- «43 
ment, and requires occaſional emendation. F 
. Real chriſtians have no reaſon to diſtruſt | - 
the power and grace of their Maſter; or to 
deſpond at the formidable violence or viru- 

lence of the enemies of chriſtianity in the pre- 

ſent age. There have been worſe proſpects 0 
to the N at different periods, but ſne has | + 
emerged from the flood again. The violence || + 
| po Diocleſian, and the inſidious policy and 
MY contemptious treatment of Julian proved e- 
qually inefficient... The flanders of the an- 
cient philoſophers, and the efforts and ma- 
chinations of their modern ſucceſſors, will 
effect nothing. Io, Iam with you always 
even to the end of the world, Mat. xxviti. 
20,” „The gates of hell ſhall not prevail 
againſt the church.“ Mat. xvi.- 18. Theſe | 
promiſes are unfailing ; they have been af- ac 
toniſhingly verified; and they are ſufficient he 
to fortify believers under every trial and diſ- es 
couraging proſpect. Let all ſuch, therefore, tk 
unite in the earneſt exerciſe of prayer, that | 
Y Chriſt's kingdom may come. Let thoſe who & 
1 make mention of the Lord give him no reſt | *t 
47 until he make his chureh a. praiſe in the ſh 
earth. Iſal. 62. 6. Thus may we expect ſo 
ſoon to ſee the day break, and the ſhades of 5 
antichriſtian darkneſs flee away,—when the de 
empire of peace and good-will upon earth th 
all be eſtabliſhed, and Chriſt the everlaſting, | Y* 
| 5 king of glory E nl y wel in the ie CC 
of men! — A 5 
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and who: with ſovereign omnipotence “ doth, 


there is none elſe: I am God and there is Bs 


- ginning, and from ancient times the Ranges, 


dependent beings; it cannot be acquired _ ot 2 43 
the moſt profound and penetrating genius: 9 
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8 encral Obfervations upon Prophecy 


0 We and predict ure events with 
unerring certainty, is the prerogative. 
of God. He before whom © all things are 


naked and open,” in one comprehenſive view, 


according to his pleaſure in the armies of 
heaven and amongſt the inhabitants of the 
earth“ claims this power. I am God and 


none like me ; declaring the end from the be- 


that are not yet done; ſaying, my counſel 
ſhall ſtand, and I will perform all my plea- 
ſare. II. Avi. 9, 10.“ A preſcience of this 
kind is not deſigned generally for limited ang 


yet the objects of ſuch preſcience may be 
communicated to man and ſubſerve the moſt. _ 
valuable purpoſes of the divine 1 1 
the world. The father of our W 3 S.. 
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the attachment of its members under trials 


_ * 


any tolerable degree of candour. 
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86 Obſervationt upon Prophecy. 
an eaſy acceſs and a ſovereign contreul over 
the minds which he formed; and to certain 
choſen meflengers, whom he commiſſioned to 
declare his will to the world at different pe- 
Tiods, he has thought proper to reveal im- 
portant futurities. By this means he verified 
their official character, and confirmed the 
truth of religion; he gave a glorious diſplay of 


his own wiſdom, power and faithfulneſs ; he 


impreſſed the world with a belief of his pro- 
vidential government; he excited the faith, 
the hope, the confidence of his church; and 
and diſcouragements; and he left his ene | 
mies, who refuſed to attend to his awful pre- 


monitions, without excuſe. N a 


For purpoſes fuch as theſe holy men of 
old, ſpake as they were moved by the Holy 
Spirit,“ and gave the atteſtation of prophe- 
cies accompliſhed, to the revelation which God 
has made of his perfections, bis government 
and will to men. The ſacred ſcriptures of 
the Old and New Teſtament are filled with 


evidence of this ſort which has been amply 


eſtabliſhed, by the correſpondence of hiſtor1- 


cal facts with the predictions concerning 


them. The inſtances of fuch coincidence are 


fo numerous and ſtriking, that they greatly 


rplex the detractors of religion who poſſeſs 


» 


« Many of the ancient predictions, not on- 
* declare in general terms, the extraor- 


ſigns of providence, but often 
* | | * * 8 a ” . et pe | 
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* mention particular circumſtances, and fix 
With preciſion, the times of great events. 


* Noah had divine warning, not only that an 
«© univerſal deluge was coming on the world, 
but that it ſhould be at the end of one hun- 
dred and twenty years. (a). Abraham was 
informed that his poſterity ſhould be in 


© bondage and affliction about four hundred” 
Fears, and that God would'then judge that 
nation, andafterwards bring them out with 


great ſabltance. (0) The duration of the 


* captivity of Judah in Babylon is expreſly 
% fixed by the prophet Jeremiah to ſeventy 


years. (c) Cyrus is mentioned by name by 


2 < the prophet Ifaiah as the reſtorer of the 


b Jews above an hundred years before that 
as event took place. (d) 

„The fulfilment of theſe and many other 

« prophecies equally explicit and determin- 


«ate; arid theſe predictions having ſo con- 
6 ſtantly preceded all remarkable providences 


with reſpect to the church, ſufficiently ſhew 
+ the propriety of that expreflion | of Amos, 


*' Surely the Lord will do nothing, but he re- 
_ © vealeth his ſecrets to his ſervants the pre: 


©phets.” 05 wh 


This obſervation has been remarkably veri- 


ned with reſpe&t to the enunciation of the 


Meſhah to the ancient church in the -ages pre- 


* (a) Uk. vi. 3. (3) Gen. xv. 13s 14, 16. 


| 100 Jer. XXV. oe: 6 „Av. I. 2 Amos 1 ui. * 


* Langdon.on the revdlitions. 


= «6 corner; 09 yet be for 3 Hane Much | 


wn; .88 Sb rene upon Avg 
ceding his appearance, the deſcription of thaſe 


"circumſtances which attended his manifeſtz- 


tion to the world; the particulars of his cha- 


rafter, and the bleſſings and general effects 


which were to flow from his interpoſition. 


„ The prophets,” fays Madame Sillery, 
% have anounced every confiderable circum- 
* ſtance of his life; they predicted that he 
was to be born of a virgin, (a) that he 


„ would have a meſſenger . ſent before 


him; (5) at a time ſuſficiently defined by 


the ſtate of the Jewtth people, of the Gen- 


< tiles, and of the temple, and by the num- 
© ber of years from Daniel's prophecy ; >. (6): 


that he thould be born in the city of this- 


75 dem; (4) of the family of Judah z of the 
poſterity of David; © that he ſhould 
*- anqunce the goſpel to the poor and meek, 


0 open the eyes of the blind, unſtop the ears 


% of the deaf, and make the fame man leap as 
the hart; that he would bring the b in 
« by a way which they knew not, apd make 


_* darkneſs light before them; (/) that he 


„ would be a victim for the ins 0 the world, 
+ who ſhoutd be wounded for trantgrafſion. 


and bruiſed for iniquity; (2). that he Would 


ebe the foundation and precious ſtone of the 


() I, vii. 14. (5) Mal. 1. (e) Gen. . 1 10. 
Hag. 2. 7. Mal. 3.2. Dun. 9. 24. (4) Mic, , 2. 
(*) Get. xlix, 3, 10. 29aw., 7. 12. YA . Ix. 1. 


* 25. 5.7 6. If. 4”: 16. . E's 14. * 2 6. 


05 II. Xxviü. 16, 
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andd a rock of offence,” on which many of 


ce the inhabitants of Jeruſalem would ſtumble: 
« and fall, and be broken, and which, 
though the builders (or leaders of the 
church) ſhould refuſe, would become the 
* gheadſtone of the corner, become as a great 
& mountain, and fill the whole earth ;. () 
that he would be deſpiſed and rejected of 
© men; betrayed, ſold, ſmitten, mocked, 


„ affficted in various ways; ſhould quench: 


„his thirſt with gall and vinegar, ſhould be 


pierced in his hand and feet, be cut off. or 


* put to death; () that he ſhould net fee 
4 corruption, but aſcend to heaven, ſit at the. 
right hand of God and overcome his ene-. 
mies, (although kings and rulers of the 
& earth would ſet themſelves againſt him) fo: 
that he ſhould be the ſovereign both of Jews: 
* and Gentiles, ſhould deſtroy the temples of 
“idols, and cauſe in all places, pure ſacri- 
fices and not animals to be offered. (c) In 
a word, they have deſcribed his manners, 
ſpoken of his inſtructions, of his miracles, 
of his inſults, his ſufferings, his death. his 
< aſcenſion, his church;eſtabliſhed among all 
% nations. Nothing has been omitted. The: 
4 Apoſtles have ſaid nothing of his life wich 


had not been Pots by the La If 


a 11 . 14 is; Penis. 22. Dan. 2: hs: 
RCA ii. Pf. xli. 9. n. 11. 18. II. 50. 16. 
69. Pl. 22. Dan. 9 26. () Pf. xvi. 10. 
Pf. 110. Pl. wh 28 * Pf. . 11. . 
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e this admirable. agreement of one und the other whe 
« wrote at times ſo different be not divine, what elſe cau 


44 it he? 


In like manner, the predi ions relating to the Jews 
© have been molt explicit and exactly fulfilled. The de- 
0 ſtruction of their empire, their temple, and their ſa- 
* crifices was predicted many ages before, by the pro- 

hets, and med by 1 Chriſt either by 3 

« bh les, or by {imple words, ſo plain that they can ſuffer 
«© no other conſtruction“. (a) Their reprobation and 
diſperſioa, yet their exiſtence as a diſtin&t people, (though 
hated of all men, and under ftrong temptation on this. 
account, to unite with their conquerors, and loſe them- 
{elves amonſt them, as has been the caſe with all other 
nations) and their future reſtoration to the church of 
God, are circumſtances clearly revealed to our faith. (a) 
This fact of the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and the re- 

jection of that nation having been clearly predicted in 
ancient prophecies is ſufficiently atteſted by Jews and 


- < Pagans themſclves in hiſtory. The exiſtence of this 


* 
5 


© reprobation is a perpetual confirmation of the truth of 
*, prophecy.” There are millions of Jews {till preſerved 
as a diſtiuct people, who are united among themſelves 
** and very rich, but can neither aſſemble nor form a ſlate. 
In vain did they attempt this at Jeruſalem. Julian, 
the apoſtate, in order to contradi& the ſeriptures, 
« 5 — 7) have eſtabliſned Jeruſalem, the temple and its 
+* ancient ſacriſices: nothing was ſpared to effect theſe 
„ purpoſes, yet all was uſ "3 winds, fires, tempeſts, 
all nature was armed againſt this enterpriſe, and ruin- 
ing all his projects, left the Jews in the ſtate they were 
ein before, wherein they fill are, and will remain“ 
till the period appointed for their ſalvation. It was. 
foretold that they ſhould fub/f,that they ſhould be di/- 
c perſed, and that they ſhould neither have cities nor 
« kings. (3) They do o fubbRt, and they are diſperſed as 
*« corn fifted in a ſieve, (Amos, ix.) over the ſurface of 
„ the whole earth, and they have neither ſovereignty nor 
chiefs. Since the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, from Ti- 

(«) Dan, Kk. 26, 2, Ames, iz. 9. Math. zxix. (64) Hoſ. 
i. 4 Rom. 11. Oy ix. 9. Hof. . 5. 
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« tus to the preſent time, revolutions more or leſs rapid 
have deſtroyed, annihilated or formed all the empires 


of the earth, the Jewszonly have remained in the ſame 


« fituation ; it has not been poſſible to exterminate them; 
© they have not been able to re-eſtabliſh themſelves. 


« Hated, proſcribed, deſpiſed, they have exiſted with- - 


« out laws, without ſtates and without chiefs : with im- 
© menſe riches, with induftry, with auſtere manners, 


« an attachment to their religion, and conſequently an 


« ardent defire to re-eſtabliſh themſelves; with ſo many 
means and motives, they have ſcen every thing change 


e upon the earth, and in the midſt of ſo much confuſion, 
+ and during ſo long a ſucceſſion of ages, they have pre- 


« ſerved their name, their cuſtoms, their ceremonies, 


© without being able to change their deſtiny. They are 
«4 to-day, exactly what they were at the death of Titus, 


4 Hiſtory affords no fimilar example of ſuch a phenome- 
© non. This ſiogle fact contains a great number of cha- 
One prediction aecompliſhed in 
© all theſe details, however ſimple the event may be, is 
always the ſame thing equally firiking and miraculous. 


Much more ſua when it is accompliſhed with reſpe& to 
4 cireumſtnnces ſo extraordinary as theſe. Impiety it- 
*6 ſelf muſt ſay that theſe circumftances are inexplicable: 


Vet when religion explains it by reaſonings impoſlible 
to be overturned, being determined not to believe, it 
4 refuſes to hearken. Such is its language, ſuch is its 
4 uprightneſs and ſincerity®, * 

Dr. Langdon, of New-Hampfhire, in ſome general 


obſervations upon prophecy, has the following remarks: 


The ſpirit of prophecy was alfo given to the apoſtles 
© and ſome of the primitive Chriſtians, on ſpecial ooca- 
„ ions. The coming of Antichriſt, and the great apoſ- 
tacy of the chriſtian church under his reign, were pre- 


. « gifted by all the apoſtles. St. Paul very expreſly 


« mentions ſome of the principal characters of the man of 


4 fin; the manner of his introduction, and the time 


«, when he would make his appearance. That it would 


Madame the marchioneſs de Sillery, is 4 treatiſe upon reli- 


gion in which the principles ol pretended philotophy are reſuted. 
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« not be until tke Roman emperors, who were an effec- 
t tual bar to ſuck a new power, were taken out of the 
« way; after which he would ſoon be revealed. (4) 
And the great corruption of morals conſequent upon 
t the reign of Antichriſt, the {ame apoſtle, very particu- 
* hu. predicts in his fecond epiſtle to Timothy: whieh 

phecy is alſo confirmed by Peter and Jude, with 

WP ws additional circumſtances. (6) 

„ But that chriftianity might have the utmoſt advan- 
tage of that kind of evidence which ariſes from the ac- 
« compliſhment of prophecies, the New Teſtament ends 
« with the revelation made by Jeſus Chrift to St. John, 
&% which'prediRs 2 ſurprizing ſeries of events, relating to 
the church, the Roman empire, and the world at large 
« as far as the affairs of the world have any connection 
«+ with, the church, The predictions of this book are 
more various and extenſive, than any other prophecics_ 
in the facred ſcriptures. Therefore, if we are able to 
fix with a good degree of certainty on the principal 


_ © events predicted, and prove their correſpondence with 


« the times particularly aſſigued: we ſhall have ſtriking 
© evidence, not only chat this book was written by divine 

«inſpiration, but that the whole of the ehriſtian-reveta- | 
tion is true. The evidence will be ſuperior even to 
« that of miracles ; for when miracles have ceaſed- for 


_ «2a Jong time, the impreſſions of that kind ot evidence 


grow weaker continually : but when one prophecy af- 
« ter another is fulfilled, at the very time when the 
events were to be expected; z when the ſeries ſtill goes 
on, and new evidence is preſented, from more recent 
facts 3 when this is repeated from time to time, àntil 
« the whole plan of divine providence is finiſhed ; this it 
« 2 continued teſtimony to mankind that the God of hea-- 
ven reveals his ſecrets, and we have the firmeft pn. 


| « of faith in his word. 


Infidelity and pretended n with e 
irulence, have endeavoured to invalidate the credit of 


Prophecy, by en objections, artful inſinuations, | 


ben 2 bet ii. Sa. 1. Tim. is: 25/2; 32.04). . 
1-9. 2 Pet. 2 15 2, 3+ Jude v. W 2 


fore, at ſucce 
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or bold and impudent fictions. The limits of the preſent 
deſign will not allow a full examination of the objections 


Which have been thus muſtered againſt the preditions 
delivered in the ſcriptures ; it may not be amiſs, howe- 


* 


before we conclude. : | 
It. Thus it is ſometimes infinuated, that the ſuppoſed 
predictions were palmed upon the world poſterior to the 
events, to which they are ſaid to allude. To anſwer this 


ver, to notice one or two of thoſe molt frequently urged, 


ſuggeſtion it might be ſufficient, merely to demand the 


evidence upon which the charge of impoſture is founded. 
It is well known that the ſacred books were preſerved 


with the ut moſt veneration by all the various parties 


both amongſt Jews and Chriftians ; that they were 


_.tranſlatcd into various languages ſoon after their firſt ap- 


pearance ; that they were publicly read in religious al- 
{emblies, from the original formation of ſuch aſſemblies; 
that they were reſerted to as the ſtandard of truth by 
contending ſects, who were a continual check upon any 
attempts to alter, or to interpolate had there been a deſign 
of that ſort entertained ; that their authenticity was not 


queſtioned either by the friends or the foes of religion 


and therefore that an attempt tohntroduce pious forgeries 


8 any given time would have been abſolutely impoſſible. 


he real exiſtence of the writings which contain the pro- 


Phecies and miraculous facts on which Chriſtians with io 
much juſtice rely, at the time to which they are uſually 


referred, is unqueſtionable. A chain of prophecics, there: 
bre periods, followed by a train of cor 
ponding events, is preſented in the ſcripture to the faith 
of the world. The evidence hereby afforded to all who 
have acceſs to know the circumftances, is the ſame. 


And ſo far is it. from being true, That a reliance on 


e ſuch predictions is the fruit of faith?” (or, as infidels 


mean, of credulity,) te that it is one of the ſolid foun- 


dations on which the faith of a chriſtian reſts, or that 
which propoſes itſelf with equal evidence to all mankind: 
it is, therefore, calculated to produce as well as to cherib 
the firmelt belief ip the inſpiration of the ſeriptures, and 
to leave every unbeliever without excuſe. 
2d. The obſcurity of prophecy has been a fruits 


af; 
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ful ſubje& of declamation with the detraQtors of reli- 


gion. It is compared to the divinations of augurs; it 
is faid to be ſo much involved in darkneſs, that it could 
never be intended for general and practical uſe, and that 
frequently not being underſtood, till the ſuppoſed: ag- 
compliſliment takes Place, it deſerves no higher pame 
Tres aan. II OO 


When we recolle& the predictions which have been 
already quoted in theſe pages; when we add the pointed 
declarations which foretold the deſtruction of various 
kingdoms and cities with remarkable preficion, ſuch as 


Babylon, Tata, iii. 19-23. Moab, Egypt, Nineveh, 


* 


Tyre, &c. by the ſame, and other prophets, and the fuc- 


ceſſion of the four monarchies deſignated by Daniel J and 
at the fame time conſider in contraſt the puerile, iudefi- 


nite, auc obſcure jargon of a heathen oracle, the imp- 
udence of Voltaire himſelf muſt be confounded, at the 
compariſon. 5 „ 
But although it be granted that the z5orough under- 
ſtanding of ſome of the prophecies, be reſerved, until 
their compleat accompliſhment, and that the words, like 
Daniel's () © are ſealed up until the time of the end,“ 
does that in the leaft invalidate the authority of the pre- 
diction, or reduce it to the rank of conjecture? Surely if 


any given event minutely agree, withia well known pre. 


diction, the previous uncertainty, of weak, ignorant and 


inattentive man ought by no meaus to invalidate the cre- 
dibility or value of the prophecy. ' © Jeſus Chriſt repeat- 
„ edly foretold bis own 10 erings, death and refſurrec- 
tion; yet the diſciples did not comprehend clearly his 
< meaning until the event explained it, and confirmed 
« their faith in him with additional ſtrength on the recol- 
lection of the circumſtances.” (6) The former and 
preſent ſtate of the Jews is ſo ſtrikingly peculiar, that 


the events which relate to them are applicable to no other 


nation upon earth ; the predictions therefore ia ſe ripture, 
which pointed to theſe events long before they took 


place, are as much a proof of their divine original as if 


4 


from the beginning. 
(a) Dan. zii. 8, 9. 


the whole had been Known and coufeſſed by the Jews 


« * 
bg 
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Zome degree of ob. curity and darkneſs with regard to 


particular prophecies, may be wiſely permitted to exiſt, 


that the uſnal train of haman affairs may not be deranged 
by an attempt to fulfil them, or their accompliſhment be 
imputed to human contrivance. . Yet when the events 


take place at the appointed ſeaſon, as in the crucifixion 


of our Lord, the wiſdom of providence aud the truth of 
the ſcriptures, are fully eſtabliſhed, though the inſtru- 
ments concerned in the matter may b wholly unapprized 
of the real defign of heaven, or the connexion between 
the prediction and its object. 


Bieſides, the high degree of antiquity which belongs to 


the Old-Teſtament ſeriptures; the figurative ſtyle Which 
prevail when language was leſs copious than it is at pre- 


ent; the neceſſity of addreſſing men in the manner which 


was then beſt underſtood, the fluctuation of modes in 

writing and ſpeaking which cannot be prevented without 
a miraculous interpolition ; all contribute to the ſuggeſt- 
ed obſcurity. Theſe ciroumſtances, however, ought no 
More to impeach the divine inſpiration of prophecy ; than 
the ſecrets of nature, whieh ſo long perplexed the philo- 


ſophers ought to induce us to doubt whether the Uni- 


verſe be the work of God. They ſerve to prompt us to 


inveſtigate them with the ſame attention and by the ſame 


means as any other abſtruſe or difficult ſcience, but by no 
means to rejett them as uſeleſs, By attending to thoſe 
which are moſt explicit and plain, and comparing them 
with ſuch as are more involved; applying the figures and 
the fymbolical repreſentations in ſuch as are confeſſedly 
fulfilled, to thoſe which are ftill to be accompliſhed ; 


_- carefully marking the manners, the cuftoms, and the 


forms of ſpeech which prevailed at the period when the 
predictions were delivered; we may ſurmount a great 
many diffieulties, and obtain unexpected nluſtrations of 


- prophecies comparatively dark, The inveſtigation of 
* ſubjects, and the myſteries of the kingdom of 


od, with the powers which he has beſtowed upon us, is 
our duty, and may be attended with a ſucceſs, fimilar to 


that of Daniel,, who underſtood by beoks, the number 


of years, whereof the word of the Lord came to Jeremi- 
ah the prophet, that he would actompliſh,” 


25 


ber von upon L redet 


Lier is true in ſpiritual as well as fcientific reſearches; 
that * the hand of the diligent maketk rich; whoſo. - 
ever, therefore, complains of inſurmountable obſcurity i in 
the prophecies, ought candidly to confeſs that he has 
not paid as much attention to the molt ancient and ſu- 
blime of all writlags, as to an ordinary tale; and far leſe 
has he anxiouſly beſought the illumination and aid of the 
father of lights. If men will not beſtow ſo much as an 
ordinary attention to the {oriptur cs, through the enmity 
of their hearts againſt God, it is not to be expected, 
that he will miraculouſly, flaſh conviction upon their inſi- 
delity, untill the day that the inveterate malice and car- 
ruption of their fouls be developped, to their coufuſion 
before the univerſe, and their irreverſible doom be prox | 
nounced. | 

With reſpect to the conſcientious and enquiring Chriſ- 
tian, ke clearly diſcerns the character of diviuity impreſ- 
ſed upon the predictious recorded in ſeripture; he re- 
ceives them with thankfulneſs as light which chears 
a dark place; as one of the ancient fathers expreſſed 
it, what he udderftands, he knows to be excellent, and 
he believes, that if his limited knowledge could compre- 
hend the reſt, it would be equally ſo; he relies upon the 
omniſcience which dictated, andthe faithfulneſs which 
fallils them; and in times of extraordinary convulſion 
and revolution in the world, or of probable difficulty and 
danger to the church, he anxiouſly inveſtigates their 
meaning with increafing diligence and prayer, and cleaves 
more cloſely to his living head. Thus his faith is con- 
firmed, and his hope like an anchor caſt “ within the 
vail” of heavenly reft and ſecurity keeps him com oſed a- 
midſt the ſtorms ſand fluctuations of the preſent ſtate. 
He reſts aſſured that every jota of his maſtter's word 
mall be accompliſhed ; that every power which oppoſes 
the compleat ellabliſ ment of his eternal kindom, ſtiall 

beſubdued; and chat, this mediatorial kingdom being 
finally ſoadj uſted, as that all its objects ſhall be fully at- 
Aged, and all its ſubjects effectually broughtin, the true 
followers of Jeſus Chriſt, of every deſcriptionſhall be put 
in actual poſſeſſion * an | BO fulneſe of joy, where 
God ſhall be allin all 


hay, 


